
 

A Newsletter for Friends and Volunteers September 2008 

T I L L E R S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Nigh Ox  
By Carrie Susemihl 

S eptember 21, Tillers hosts the 6th 

Annual Southwest Michigan Com-

munity Harvest Fest from 11:30 am to 

6:30 pm. Harvest Fest is organized by 

Fair Food Matters of Kalamazoo. Come 

share in the Southwest Michigan agri-

cultural and environmental culture and 

Tillersô progress and projects. Enjoy a 

hayride and browse the exhibitors tent 

while listening to a variety of music. 

This yearôs speakers include Will 

Allen of Growing Power (museum, 1-

2:30 pm) and Donna McClurkan from 

NPRôs The Splendid Table ñLocavore 

Nationò (south exhibitor tent, 3:00 pm). 

Allenôs 100-acre farm in Milwaukee is 

part of Growing Powerôs (a non-profit 

and land trust) youth-oriented agricul-

tural education program. McClurkan 

will be discussing her participation in 

NPRôs year-long ñLocavore Nationò 

project, a study of life in the local food 

movement. 

Southwest Michigan Community Harvest Fest 

Dave Hagerty and his team gave hay rides at the 2007 Harvest Fest. 

By Dick Roosenberg 

F or years, Tillers has appreciated the 

role Herb Nehring and other in-

structors play in preserving 

traditional skills for re-use in 

new forms. August 9th, Gov-

ernor Jennifer Granholm and 

our local Michigan Represen-

tative, Thomas George, 

signed a proclamation recog-

nizing Herb for his unsur-

passed skill in blacksmithing 

and farrier work and his long-

time dedication to the per-

petuation of these skills and 

traditions. The award was announced at 

the Great Lakes Folk Festival in East 

Lansing. Herb is now a state institution! 

Steve Stier initiated the nomination of 

Herb Nehring wins Michigan Heritage Award 
Herb through the Michigan State Uni-

versity (MSU) Museum. Scott Lankton, 

Ed Chew, and Dick Roosenberg sec-

onded the nomination. Steve 

and Julie hosted a reception for 

about 20 of Herbôs family and 

friends at their farm just east of 

Michigan State University. 

Since Herb learned some of his 

first smithing from the farrier 

instructors at Michigan College 

of Agriculture (now MSU), 

receiving the award in East 

Lansing brought back many 

fond memories for him. 

Herb carried on the tradition learned 

from his smithing instructors, Jack and 

Neal McAllen, at the then Michigan 

College of Agriculture, 1948. 
Herb Nehring and Steve Stier at the awards 
ceremony, East Lansing, August 9th. 

This yearôs event features an ex-

panded exhibitorsô area and an enlarged 

music tent. Exhibitors include farmerôs 

market stands, social and political or-

ganizations, artists and artisans, local 

businesses, restaurants, CSAs, educa-

tional organizations, and many more! 

There will also be childrenôs activities. 

For a complete list of exhibitors visit the 

official SWMI Community Harvest Fest 

website, www.swmiharvestfest.org. 

(Continued on page 3) 

The McAllens 
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By Andrew Roberts  

I f you had wandered through Tillers 

on a recent Friday evening, your eyes 

would have been drawn to a sleek or-

ange machine parked on a trailer in the 

driveway. Looking something like a 

cross between a hot rod and velociraptor 

skeleton, the machine is actually a 

Husky #22 Wheeled Road Grader. 

Originally manufactured by Northfield 

Iron Company between the last two 

world wars, Jim Hutchison restored it to 

better than mint condition for Tillers 

over the past winter. Jim teaches Road 

Building at Tillers and brought the re-

furbished Husky to this yearôs class for 

its debut. In a gesture of extreme gener-

osity and kind spirit, Jim donated the 

beautiful grader to Tillers. As he met the 

class in the sunny morning, his enthusi-

asm for the pristine machine and the 

tests he was about to give it was conta-

gious. 

The Huskyôs closed gearboxes repre-

sent a step up from the road grader Till-

ers used in previous classes. The seated 

driver faces two vertical wheels attached 

to the gearboxes right at hand level. 

òDirtõs Up!ó 
Soil surfing and big smiles as Tillers gears up for Africa 

These lift opposite sides of the cutting 

blade. A crank handle between them 

steers the front wheels. The first pleas-

ant surprise for a learning driver is how 

smooth a ride can be moving so much 

dirt. Though the soils were dry, the ma-

chine exceeded everyoneôs expectations. 

It is almost too easy to fill the blade and 

overwork the animals. Even Jimôs seven

-year-old granddaughter Savannah 

climbed aboard to read the dynamome-

ter for a few passes. Near the end of the 

class Jim stood aside as the students 

took over, and smiled throughout a con-

versation with Brain Webb about the 

potential for road building to enhance 

the animal traction message Tillers pro-

motes in east Africa. 

A week later the road is moist from 

rain, and a new class of Oxen Basics 

students eagerly continues shaping it. 

The other tool used in this road making 

process is called a Martin Ditcher. It is 

shaped like a capital ñAò laying flat on 

the ground with one leg longer than the 

other. The short edge is the blade, which 

cuts and moves the soil. The long edge 

sets along the deepest place in the soil. 

The focal point for balance is at the 

cross bar. When in use, the point of the 

ñAò digs into the soil, and the operator 

rides on a standing board along the 

longer leg, shifting their body forward 

to cut deeper, or backward to lighten the 

load, all while holding onto a hand rail 

that rises from the blade. 

Using the ditcher gives the appear-

ance and sensation of surfing over soil. 

John Stasko, a medical student from 

Wisconsin, embodied the enthusiasm 

the group felt as he climbed aboard, 

anxious for his turn to ride. ñDirtôs up!ò 

he called. ñHang ten!ò they yelled after 

him as he slid away.  

Ditches deepened, the shoulders took 

shape, and a healthy crown of clay soil 

rolled toward the center. Jim would 

(Continued on page 8) 

Oxen Basics student Brendan Grant ñsurfsò the Martin Ditcher. 

Oxen Basics student Mark Keller runs the Husky #22 Wheeled Road Grader. 
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Harvest Fest 
This yearôs sponsors include Tillers Interna-

tional, Bauer Power (alternative energy), Michi-

gan Land Trustees, Flowerfield Enterprises, 

Natural Health Center, Higher Grounds Trading 

Co., Peopleôs Food Co-op, C.S. Mott Chair for 

Sustainable Food Systems at Michigan State 

University, Sawall Health Foods, Food Dance, 

Nature Connection, and Two Anonymous Turnip 

Lovers. 

A number of demonstrations and presenta-

tions will take place throughout the day. Demon-

strations include ñWorm Composting & Com-

post Teaò by Flowerfield Enterprises, ñKids & 

Veggies: Fun with Foodò by Channon Mondoux, 

ñFermentationò by Shawna Greenway, ñOld-

time Farming Skillsò by Tillers International, 

ñMaking Biodieselò by the Kalamazoo Biodiesel 

Cooperative, ñSpinning & Weavingò by the 

Weaverôs Guild of Kalamazoo, ñSurvival Campò 

by John Windsor, and ñHeritage Animalsò by the 

American Livestock Breeds Conservancy. 

Andru Bemis headlines our musical entertain-

ment. Other entertainers include Gale Horst, De-

safinado, Fiddle Fire: English & Traditional Mu-

sic & Dance, The Brothers Kalamazov, and the Kôzoo Folk-

life Organization. Food vendors include the Crowôs Nest, 

Papaôs Italian Sausages, Guyôs Amish Popcorn, the Peopleôs 

Food Co-op, Rasa Ria, Shawarma King, and Water Street 

Coffee Joint. See the official Harvest Fest website (address 

above) for menus. Food will also be offered by numerous 

exhibitors. 

Harvest Fest is a public event. Admission is $10 per car, 

or $1 per person for busloads of ten or more. Bicyclists enter 

(Continued from page 1) 

Eatersô Guild representative Laurie has a customer at her 2007 Harvest Fest table. 

Pressing sorghum at the 2007 Harvest Fest. 

(Left) Tillers BOD member Clint Bolton demonstrates the fanning 
mill. (Right) Volunteer Howard Cain and the Mulder family at the 
sorghum stove. 

Kids enthusiastically bob for apples at the 2007 fest. 
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By Brian Webb 

T his summer has been quiet in terms of 

overseas travel and training activities. It 

has given me the opportunity to work on 

some projects here at Cooks Mill and to con-

solidate our lessons from this springôs train-

ings in northern Uganda and Zambia. It is 

great to be here and to spend time working 

and learning with the Tillers team. 

There are exciting possibilities on the near 

and distant horizons. Catholic Relief Services 

(CRS) Uganda has contacted us about provid-

ing animal traction training in the Pader re-

gion of northern Uganda. This will be an ex-

cellent opportunity to build on previous train-

ings with CRS and to increase the  experience 

of our Ugandan Assistant Trainers. It will also 

provide the opportunity to some interns and 

volunteers to practice and share what they 

have been working at here at Cooks Mill. 

While in Uganda, Dick and I will meet 

with some of the leaders of ARD, Inc. ARD 

recently won a USAID funded project in 

Uganda, Livelihoods and Enterprises for Ag-

ricultural Development (LEAD), which has a 

strong animal traction and livestock compo-

nent. They contacted Tillers prior to being 

awarded the project about being a sub-

contractor in the proposal. This project holds 

the promise of building on our farmer and 

animal training and the development of agri-

cultural tool manufacturing. 

Todd Thompson of Land Oô Lakes is 

visiting Tillers to discuss an upcoming project 

in Mozambique. The project is longer term, 

three to five years, with animal traction and 

improving dairy production components. It 

may start in January and offer excellent vol-

unteer opportunities for the to folks who want 

to share their dairy and/or ox driving skills. 

By Dick Roosenberg 

O n July 1, 2008, our good friend and partner in animal power training in 

Uganda, Adam Kwebiiha, died in a traffic accident on his way from Kampala 

to his hometown of Hoima. Adam helped us train trainers in Gulu in February, ox 

farmers in Lokung, and donkey farmers in Madi Opei in March. Adam was a great 

role model for our new Acholi trainers. He was both sympathetic to oxen and fear-

less in working with difficult animals. He had a deep well of training tactics 

through which he could communicate with animals. Everyone will remember the 

effectiveness of his ñlong walkò training strategy for new oxen. 

In 1995, Adam was one of the youngest of about 30 ag educators in the 

ñTraining of Trainersò class that Tillers taught with ATRADO outside Tororo, 

Uganda. In that session, he studied for five weeks under Herb Nehring, Dave 

Kramer, Drew Conroy, and me. Last spring he recited some of those experiences. 

Adam once so impressed the President of Uganda with the training of his oxen 

that he was invited to train the Presidentôs personal donkeys. In gratitude, the 

President sent Adam to a workshop in Kenya on adult education. That workshop 

was reflected in many of his approaches to farmer training. His long walk im-

proved animal training in Uganda. 

We will miss Adam and his help. He was truly committed to making his com-

munity a better place. He gave much of his time and resources to helping educate 

the children orphaned when two of his brothers died as soldiers for Uganda. He 

mentored many of our recent trainees. 

Adam Kwebiiha 
Adam Kwebiiha (far left) training trainers with Tillers in Gulu, Uganda, August 2006. 

An Excellent Ox Trainer 

International 
Prospects 

Todd Thompson (far left) 
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By Brian Webb 

D uring the July 4th weekend, Tillers trav-

eled with two pair of oxen, three in-

terns, and two staff members to Mt. Hope, 

Ohio for Horse Progress Days (HPD). The 

organizers did a tremendous job and deserve a 

great deal of credit. They welcomed Tillers 

and made us feel that the oxen were the star 

attraction, going out of their way during our 

demonstrations to explain to the huge audi-

ence our work overseas and at Cooks Mill 

promoting the improved use of animal power 

in rural development. Interns Amanda, Emily, 

and Andrew were offered the opportunity to 

spend a few nights with an Amish family. 

The first day of activities, we demon-

strated the use of a Four-Ox Evener with 

Marco and Polo and Herschel and Walker 

hitched to a Pioneer Plow. The second day the 

teams worked separately to pull a spring-tooth 

harrow and a spike-tooth harrow. We put a 

dynamometer on the spring-tooth harrow to 

measure the draft. When the organizers had 

Marco and Polo stop in front of the podium, 

Emily was able to tell them that the draft on 

the spring tooth harrow was 300-400 lbs. A 

serious load, especially considering that the 

harrow was not set particularly aggressively. 

This yearôs crowd was the largest ever at a 

Horse Progress Days. Each time the oxen 

were taken for a walk, a large crowd quickly 

gathered, peppering the drover with questions. 

Many a youngster had been to the previous 

HPD in Mt. Hope five years ago and remem-

bered the oxen. They were eager to see them 

working in the field. The Amish appreciated 

that it is not a question of which is better, oxen 

or horses, but rather which is better suited to 

local circumstances and situations. Our thanks 

go out to the Wengerd family of Pioneer 

Equipment, Paul Stoltzfus and Nick Graber of 

the HPD Board of Directors, and all the other 

organizers that invited Tillers to participate in 

this great event. 

Oxen Oddity at Horse 
Progress Days 

Dulcy Perkins plows behind Herschel and Walker as Amish horse farmers look on. 

By Emily Sloane 

T here is a hitching post at the Wal-mart nearest Mt. Hope, Ohio. If one single image had 

the power to shatter all of my preconceptions about the Amish, it was perhaps this: an 

Amish family loading up its buggy with an extra-large shopping cart full of discount groceries 

from the goliath of modern commercial America. When our host family confessed that it 

availed itself of said hitching post from time to time, Andrew almost fell off of his hand-hewn 

wooden chair.  

As a representative of Tillers at this yearôs Horse Progress Days, my thoughts (when not 

distracted by horse-churned ice cream, of course) inevitably focused on the international rele-

vance of the Amish. How might the knowledge and skills that they so deliberately preserve 

apply to farmers with limited resources throughout the world? Though the idea remains in-

triguing, my experience with the Amish leads me to conclude, as I often do, that things are 

more nuanced than they first appear.  

The organizers of this yearôs Horse Progress Days arranged for international visitors to the 

event to have the opportunity to homestay with Amish families from the Mt. Hope area. Al-

though Amanda, Andrew, and I were hardly international, our overseas experience and inter-

ests qualified us. We were lucky enough to spend one night each with two different host fami-

lies. None of us had any prior interaction with the Amish or had any idea of what to expect. 

What struck me most was the two familiesô curiosity and openness towards us. Our hosts 

asked us all about Tillersô approach to development as well as our personal experiences work-

ing abroad. óWhat was our ultimate aim in helping people?ô they wanted to know. Were we 

promoting American consumerism, or just trying to give people a way to meet basic necessi-

ties? One son in particular implied that a simple, unadorned farming lifestyle is 

preferable to one of constantly lusting after stuff. He was concerned that interven-

tion in the name of development might foster materialism in poor farmers. 

He made a good point, making the Wal-mart revelation more shocking. If some 

Amish choose to shop at Wal-mart, then surely none could judge poor African 

farmers, who have never pledged intentional simplicity, for wanting televisions or 

cell phones. Convenience is powerful. 

The families we stayed with impressed me immensely with the emphasis they 

placed on community, decency, and hard work. They devote their lives to practic-

ing traditional, value-laden agriculture. Of all my experiences with Tillers this 

summer, my two nights among the Amish stand out as one of the most memorable. 

Thoughts on an Amish Homestay  
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By Carrie Susemihl 

S ix enthusiastic students made the August Oxen Basics 

class a great success. We welcomed two Canadian stu-

dents Mark Keller and Brendan Grant, a living history inter-

preter who works with Oxen. Cassie Larsen purchased our 

young Holstein team of Stan and Roy, and spent a significant 

amount of time working with them. Other students included 

John Stasko (see Dirtôs Up article), Peter Steck, and Steve 

Roby. The driving portion of the class was taught by Tillers 

Executive Director Dick Roosenberg and Farm Coordinator 

Dulcy Perkins. Interns Amanda Lewis, Andrew Roberts, and 

John Kohler were on hand to give students extra individual 

coaching. I was also able to leave the office behind for 

awhile and get some hands-on Tillers training from our 

skilled instructors and interns. 

The class started with basic driving commands and 

included some calf training, pulling stone boats, and 

plowing. By the end of the class, students were pulling 

the Martin Ditcher and Husky #22 Wheeled Road 

Grader, and practicing disking with the tandem teams of 

Marco and Polo and Herschel and Walker on the dyna-

mometer. The group worked with veterans Marco and 

Polo, rising stars Herschel and Walker, the young Hol-

stein team of Stan and Roy, and the calf team of Blue 

and Red. Dick and Dulcy also exercised Deng and 

Pedro, a younger team in training (for sale). 

The other component of the class was a study of 

yokes. Each student made their own five inch yoke un-

der the expert tutelage of Tillers Shops Coordinator John 

Sarge, some making larger yokes for their specific 

teams. Mark Keller made a single ox yoke for the 

ñclever steerò he hopes to train to work. The students 

used a combination of hand and power tools to carve the 

yokes, and participated in a bow bending session. They also 

spent time in the Tillers Museum with Dick examining vary-

ing designs of historical yokes and 

discussed the theory of yoke design 

for varying purposes. 

Watch www.YouTube.com/

T i l l e r s I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d 

www.tillersinternational.org for an Oxen Basics video soon 

to be posted. 

A New Crop of Ox Teamsters 

Student John Stasko drives Herschel and Walker with a stoneboat. 

Dick Roosenberg rewards Blue 
for a job well done. 

Student Cassie Larsen drills holes for 
her yoke. 

By Dulcy Perkins 

I n 2007 Tillers' staff, interns, and volunteer Duane Westrate used oxen and horses to make three cuttings on 22 acres of hay. First cutting 

came off without a hitch--rain was never a threat. Unfortunately, like all other farmers in the region, Tillers was without rain for months. 

Second cutting was sparse and care taken for the leaves to keep them from shattering. Though the rains returned for a good third cutting, Tillers 

had to buy hay for the growing herd of Shorthorns. 

Early summer of 2008, staff and interns got busy putting up hay. With help from volunteers Ryan Taylor, Dave and Noah Kramer, Duane 

Westrate, Eldon Christofel, and Amanda Calvert, interns Amanda Lewis, Andrew Roberts, Emily Sloane, John Kohler, and Oxen Basics and 

Small Scale Hay Making students, we added 30 acres of the Springhill fields to the 22 acres on 34th Street. By combining horse, ox, and tractor 

power, nearly 3,500 bales went into the newly sided Springhill Barn, and over 1,000 into the Clapp Barn. 

Standing like a monolith on the hillside, the Springhill Barnôs proximity to the hay fields surrounding it sped up the unloading of hay wag-

ons. The upper level driveway gets the hay right in the barn for unloading, and the lowered loft floors allow for seven tiers of bales to be thrown 

down rather than up. Tillers is looking for a 40 foot hay elevator to make next yearôs hay making even more ergonomic. As the herd grows we 

(Continued on page 8) 

Expanding Haying and the Shorthorn Herd 
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By Carrie Susemihl 

L ast month, Tillers said farewell to two outstanding interns. Emily Sloane 

ended her internship to attend graduate school in California this fall. John 

Kohler returned home to the East coast. Amanda Lewis will also be leaving Tillers 

this month to pursue overseas work in Guatemala. We wish John, Emily, and 

Amanda the best of luck, and hope to work with them again in future Tillers pro-

jects. John, Emily, and Amanda, as well as Andrew Roberts have all been instru-

mental to the learning experience of many Tillers students and oxen this summer. 

This month we welcome a new intern, Silvia María Camareno Garro from Costa 

Rica. 
 

By Rob Burdick 

G 
ood quality hand tools for wood and metal work are still 

readily available to us because of the large volume purchased 

for the building booms of the nineteenth and twentieth centu-

ries, because dedicated craftspeople have kept demand high enough 

that companies like Woodcraft and Lee Valley still profit, and because 

folks like the Mid-West Tool Collectors find and refurbish those for-

gotten tools and teach others to appreciate their unique value and util-

ity. The Tillers community appreciates the efforts of all of those who 

maintain the interest and stock of well designed hand tools. Not sim-

ply because we are tool nuts who live and breathe wood shavings, but 

because we work with people here and abroad whose access is limited 

to cheaply made models of once efficient tools, replicas which prove 

that capitalism has the ability to stop evolution to save twelve cents. 

Despite the ill-timed rain, the Mid-West Tool Collectors shopped 

and swapped antique hand tools, showed some impressive hand saw 

restoration projects, and took part in a treadle powered equipment 

show near the Meyers Woodshop, and amidst the Abbey Collection in 

the Tillers Museum. As usual, the tailgate sale had some awe inspiring 

prices at both ends of the spectrum, and a glorious display of some of 

the finest and rare hand planes, scrapers, and saws among the wood-

working tools. Unfortunately, as the rain held steady many members 

chose to keep their wares covered and protected. However, those who 

did display could count on the rain to rinse off the drool from the lust-

ier hand tool aficionados in the crowd. 

Rex VanHorn initiated the treadle power theme and recruited Bill 

Carter to bring and demonstrate pieces from his outstanding collec-

tion. They set up demonstrations near the wood shop. Tillers added 

several treadle tools from the Abbey Collection to an exhibit in the 

museum building which included lathes, flywheels for powering an 

array of belt driven farm and home implements, a bone chopper, a 

potato slicer, and scroll saws. They, along with the array of special 

purpose hand planes for moldings, smoothing highly figured woods, 

and jointing seamless edges, were an excellent reminder to those of us 

who have more money tied up in our power tools than in our homeôs 

equity that furniture building with hand and foot power is more than 

just a lot of work. It is also a thrilling opportunity to use some of the 

most ingeniously designed equipment available without an explosives 

handling license. 

In many of our international programs, hand tools have proven 

invaluable. Well made hand tools have been unavailable on the open 

market. Through the generosity of many, we have been able to bring a 

few often older tools in excellent condition to use during our projects 

and leave with the artisans so that they may continue to build on the 

skills they acquire. While it is not yet feasible for Tillers, Bruce 

Mosher and Roy Underhill enthusiastically supported the creation of a 

tool distribution network which would take used but good quality 

hand tools from the cobwebs of American basements to the woefully 

under-resourced but highly skilled shops of the developing world. 

This project is currently underway on a tool by tool, project by project 

basis wherever Tillers works. Perhaps as our international projects 

continue to expand, we can begin to work with vocational education 

projects and others to expand this giving. For the moment, we are 

thankful for the donations of hand tools for our international projects, 

and we would particularly like to thank the members of the Mid-West 

Tool Collectors Association, whose gifts this year included several 

hand planes of better quality and in better condition than those in my 

own shop, a number of hand saws both rip and crosscut of better qual-

ity than can be had from the big box stores, and a fine assortment of 

brace bits for drilling wood. 

While our thanks for the donation of these tools is immediately for 

the receipt of the tool itself and the faith in our organization, I cannot 

describe the excitement of the workers in Edward Kataregaôs six foot 

square shop in Kibuye, Uganda when they were given a well lapped 

and sharpened Buck Brothers chisel, mid-seventies Stanley hand 

plane, a brace and several bits, and a quality aggressive toothed hand 

saw. This shop made doors, beautiful and well crafted by anyoneôs 

standards, with tools that Wal-Mart would refuse to sell despite the 

stampings of ñGermany,ò ñMade in America,ò and ñEngland,ò per-

haps because the countries of origin were embarrassed to stamp the 

tools legitimately. 

Through the continued generosity of folks like the Mid-West Tool 

Collectors, we are able to bring truly effective tools to artisans. Thank 

you. We hope to continue to host the MWTCA and thank them for 

their support. 

See a video of the meet on the Tillers website or at 

www.YouTube.com/TillersInternational. 

Tools for Collectors, Tools for Livelihood  

Intern Amanda Lewis with Herschel and 
Walker at Horse Progress Days 

Farewell to Interns 



have been pleased to see it and to see 

the interest in this work that has grown 

through his tool. 

The success ox driving students ex-

perience using these tools reinforces the 

eagerness and enthusiasm of Tillers staff 

for building roads overseas. The organi-

zation looks forward to its potentially 

busiest season yet of overseas work. 

Tillersô reputation in Africa gains mo-

mentum, and the case for owning and 

maintaining oxen grows stronger with 

each idea for farmers to generate in-

come outside the traditional growing 

season. Road building is another piece 

in the puzzle that may gradually help 

animal traction catch on in the commu-

nities Tillers works with. 

For now, a machine like the Husky 

remains too complicated for building in 

the small machine shops Tillers works 

with in developing areas. The Martin 

ditcher is more likely to be the tool host 

country nationals learn to build in part-

nership with Tillers, though wheeled 

road graders may become possible down 

the line. The near future for Jimôs re-

stored Husky #22 likely includes cutting 

the road into the hill at the Springhill 

Barn. 

But it is more than new roads with 

freshly sloped dirt you will find if you 

wander around Tillers this fall. On dis-

play will be the ingredients for helping 

farmers in developing communities take 

responsibility for enhancing their village 

infrastructure, and the contagious grins 

of Tillers staff anticipating a break-

through year overseas. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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By Carrie Susemihl 

T he 13th Annual Mid-West Ox Drovers Association (MODA) Gathering took place at 

Tillersô Cooks Mill June 20-22. With about eight guest teams, a single ox, a pair raffle 

calves, and the resident Tillers ox herd, Cooks Mill was a veritable ox teamster playground. 

The event featured a plowing demonstration and seminar with guest speaker Mark Winslow 

and Tillersô Dick Roosenberg. Tillersô Shorthorns provided the traction. Attendees practiced 

walking the furrow and plowing with their teams. Dick also demonstrated a four-ox tandem 

hitch with Tillersô Marco and Polo leading Herschel 

and Walker with an evener. MODA also organized a 

timed and judged obstacle course. Obstacles in-

cluded driving a cone course while pulling a log, 

pivoting a cart with its wheel within a hoop on the 

ground, and backing a cart. 

MODA honored Ed Nelson as their 2008 Out-

standing Member. Ed has been a continuous Gather-

ing volunteer and also volunteers for Tillers. The 

participation and energy of many younger drivers 

characterized this yearôs event. We thank Abby 

(Richmond) Johnson (and anyone else whoôs ever 

encouraged a youngster) for her dedication to promoting ox education among youth. On Sun-

day, the drovers paraded their teams around the Tillers grounds. 

Next yearôs Gathering will be held June 26-28, 2009. Thanks to all participants for making 

the weekend a success. We missed Bev and Dale Zimmer. Our thoughts and prayers are with 

Dale. For a video of the event, see the Tillers website or www.YouTube.com/

TillersInternational. Visit the official MODA site at www.modaox.us. 

refine our grazing and haying management to take in stride droughts 

and rains. The Springhill Farmstead fields will be divided into five 

acre parcels for a rotation of hay, corn, and oats. 

Increasing productivity within a limited budget keep in perspective 

our mission of low-capital rural development. Refining historical 

methods for demonstration and production within our future dairy 

model will help us gain an intimate understanding of techniques when 

we travel to such places as Mozambique or when international guests 

(Continued from page 6) 

Expanding Haying 

òDirtõs Up!ó 

Mid-West Ox Drovers Rally at Tillers 
Tim Harriganôs Dutch Belteds Will and Abe pull a cart with passengers at the MODA event. 

come to Tillers. Teaching and understanding hay making, whether 

using a scythe and stoneboat or a haybine and tractor, is an important 

step to ensure rural productivity of livestock. Like Aesop's ant, we 

busy ourselves in the growing season and feed the results of our la-

bors. Our ódry seasonô (winter) lasts as long as many desert regions, 

and longer than many places we work. We share what we learn for 

higher milk production or fatter livestock for market. 

The rains have stopped again, and third cutting will likely be 

grazed rather than baled, but this winter the horses, oxen, and cattle 

will have enough hay to last thanks to everyoneôs hard work. 

Dick and Mark demonstrate plowing. 


