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Regular Guided
Tours Commence

By Carrie Susemihl

tarting July 17th, Tillers hosts open,

guided $5 tours of the Cooks Mill
Learning Center Thursday mornings at
10 am. Tour groups depart from the Par-
ish House Registration Office. Tours
include our artisanal facilities, the Herb
Nehring Blacksmith Shop and the
Meyer Woodshop; our farmsteads, the
Abbey Farm and the Springhill Barn;
and the Abbey Collection Museum.

What a great opportunity to see our

museum complex and exhibits progress!
Tour guides highlight seasonal Tillers
farm and education projects, and discus-
sion of current international work. Take
home a dozen farm fresh eggs or a Till-

: " ers tshirt afterwards.
Adam calming five-year-old bull on right with Obali at left in Tillers ball cap. Advance notice is not required, but

Training Ugandan TralnNers e e waling shoes. cai anead

for special mobility arrangements.

By Dick Roosenberg
The most significant accomplishment of our work in Uganda this spring ﬁd M ortgage Burnt
strengthening our corps of trainers. In 1995 we trained a group of exte
ists in Tororo, Uganda. At that time the North of Uganda was in turmoil. OnBYyoPick Roosenberg
the youngest of those trainees, Adam Kwebiiha of Hoima, helped us build a gyaupecember, we asked for your help
of trainers in the north who speak the language of the local farmers. While Ablanatching a Double Challenge Gift of
does not speak the Acholi language, he is an excellent animal trainer. He seri$&85800 from a New England family,
a good counterpart to Bob Okello, an outstanding mechanic who quickly utalgard the second mortgage balance of
stands the workings of new farm tools. $491,250. In the next three weeks, 162
In late February, we paired Adam and Bob with the Tillers U.S. crewof Boiedh Ti | | er sd support
Webb, John Sarge, and Dick Roosenberg for trainings in Gulu. Farmers arelston@bled us to take the calls of sup-
of the most credible trainers of their peers. Many farmers have good teapbimg A foundation donated the final
skills. For our training of trainers session, we brought back 16 Acholi farmersmiétch withan extra margin. With the
whom we had worked in 2006, with the prospect of immediately hiring haléuidsequent sale of 27 acres from the
them as apprentice instructors in the CAPP training program in Lokung and Mutlieast corner of the 4@@re Cooks
Opei in the Kitgum District. We added a few new faces who were members olMitiosite, we exceeded our goal and paid
duction groups that received oxen after the 2006 training sponsored by Catlosic the primary mortgage by more
Relief Service. than $40,000. The primary mortgage
We worked for six days with the group, spending much more time in the baldnce is now down to just over
with trained animals. They helped test the new plow and plow regulator for ad@60,000. The legal papers were final-
ing width and depth, whi ch Bob buiided on May 1.9hanks soansioh foihtldes

strong responses and the quick payment
(Continued on pag8) of pledges!
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Have nAo Fr ame, Wi/

By Rob Burdick bents onto the sill pieces, and allowed the shed to acclimate
Tu rning off Beaty Rd., | to wsansw sgrroendirige avernight befbee rraising thel bents e
new garden fence behind the Inwood cottage, the méapjacks and maple syrup still heavy in our guts, the crew
cedar posts and rabbitesistant wire gleaming in the aftebegan r ai sing the bents. Ji
noon sun. As volunteer Jim Clark cut the final pieces for kbes elastic guy ropes, and with shiny yellow rope in place the
gardends entry gat e, Ma r k imdraveraent wasuincriedible. Withn mirtorhadjustments rofste |
matoes and onions. The noise of the generator poweringhtimelength, shoulder angle and tool placement, the bents wen
well pump and tools masked the arrival of the old % tgqm seamlessly. The frame plumbed, oaken pegs would be
pi ckup, no mean feat, and ttrhiemmweede kadrsd pdiripwesr® bema meoc
The crew would relocate the pavilion which Tom Nehil alehving only the purlins to be accounted for.
Dan Criss built last year, make some adjustments to the uAt 92 degrees and high humidity, we selected an excellent
finished frame, and create the structure of a garden sheddygrto spend in the cedar swamp/woodlot. To the great
tools, potting supplies, and vegetable washing, under sidgntisement of the neighbors, Mark selected, | felled, and Jim
solar panels which form the restock of the alternative enlimbed the cedars which would make up the purlins, the
ergy system for the Inwood farmstead. structure beneath the roofing steel. As one would expect from
With hurricane straps in hand, the crew poured (frdiflers, we extracted the logs with animal power, though ani-
mixer to bucket to sonnet tube) the piers on which the framads with a more human face than some of us preferred.
woul d stand, and began c¢ ho Wkeogomgaeted,itis gxpettdd ¢hat this shedevill csarrydahe
Mark arranged with the neighboring farmers, the Thiemssabar panels and house the converters and batteries needed f
borrow a hay wagon t o t r athesimtialroperations ef tre inevabd sottafier aadhfarmsteds L
lush hay field quickly proved too slick for the piak to pull As the wind is relentless in the Charlevoix area, Tillers ex-
the wagon. A quick call to another neighbor Denny Way ipects to balance out the solar powered system with some
medi ately produced my f av osmalltsale wimdgpowerrgeneratars pladediin de@manee Iwith
With the wagon once again rolling, the truck could be s@ghtlines and anemometer readings.
purposed for its Dbest use, Vanssoa the bowodd cattage wil be neady as tomfert- |
l'ifting rig. The simpl e | iable asnhg remtadl gropertg adjacemt sotit,i wiigh Betfy Haffn
wooden frame, with guy ropes to control verticality, andran has so generously made available to us. For now, we
hand powered winch for lifting or pulling, proved as invalthank Betty Hoffman for her patience, her faith, unflagging
able as it was wuncompl i ca supgbrt, hot Stiowers, ahdhextradgrdinary dookiesnand iJim
across the wagon from the shed frame, small timbers ser@lagk for his well reasoned questions, better reasoned solu-
as ramps, and two by fours for levers, the frame motieds, hard work and tireless smile, and pinkish hamburgers.
smoothly if not quickly onto the hay wagon deck, and ontoAtscomplishments such as these cannot be had without the
new foundation. consistent help of volunteers and supporters like Betty and
Failing to find another excuse for a spin on the Farmaim.
Mark, Jim, and | reversed the loading process to slide the

Midwest Ox Drovers Association Annual Gathering

By Carrie Susemihl Saturday from 5:00 to 6:00 p
he Midwest Ox Drovers AssociaMark Winslow speaks on worki ,"
tionds ( MODA) andnirairdng oxen.aSathrday evani

takes place at Ti Tillemsr Gureadh dCookdmato BrI

afternoon, June 20 through Sundayebb and T|IIers volunteer

tunity to see numerous teams of varyiqgesent on their recent experiega
breeds of oxen in action. Demonstr@mmoting animal traction trainl-

while visiting teams have the opportiAfrica. MODA and Tillers offer th| :
nity to work obstacle courses and opevent free to the public. 4
ate a cultivator in the field. This national Vi s i t MODAGs ol
level event draws oxen enthusiasts fronww.modaox.us/. .
as far as Virginia and Washington state.
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Training Ugandan Trainers

(Continued from pagg) T\

velop a research attitude towe
learning. In reviewing yoke builc
ing, we experimented with bov
made of a heavy plastic water pi
The trainers picked up the tec
nique of bending the tubing aft
heating it (with sand packed insi
to keep it from flattening as
bends).

We almost always learn in the
sessions as well. One of the pot
tial trainers, Banya, was helpii
demonstrate plowing to son
guests who had never plowe
While we usually put a hand on t
handle of the walking plow to he
new people get a feel for the moy
ments required to guide the plo

’j_‘_’lb'l‘:lr“ 9 t ‘QL §

I S S El 5t
Student Sally Gordon with Marco, Polo and
the manure spreader.

Field Work for
Oxen and Horses

By Emily Sloane
n this class, students practiced using
draft animals for a wide range of
farm activities. Tillers Board Member
and seasoned horse teamster Duane We-
strate began with a review of horse har-
nessing systems and driving techniques.
Participants then hooked up both sin-

Banya withdrew his hand from tf
handle more quickly and inge%
iously moved his hand to the ba

gle horses and teams to farm imple-
ments from Tillerso
of the plow person as if leading and practiced plowing, planting, culti-

a dance. He presses slightly to vating and cutting hay.

right or left depending on what action is Both the Lokung and Madi Opei Dick Roosenberg provided a tour of
needed. This is much more intuitiveainings were two weeks. We broughthe Ti |l | er sé Abbey
than giving verbal commands and givésur apprentice trainers to Lokung: Saand helped Dulcy Perkins and interns
the trainee the opportunity to initiatéas, Obali, Banya, Kwoyelo, plus Martiferrence, Amanda and Andrew demon-
muscle reactions on their own. Wer om St . J 0 s e p h 0 sstrddea effactive stratdgle® for workinge
quickly recruited Banya for the crew fogreat group and gained a tremendow#h oxen. Course members took turns
the Lokung training. amount of confidence and skills frordriving Marco and Polo as the ox team
Bob, Adam, Dick andpulled a manure spreader and hay baler.
Brian. Banya and Martin Brian Webb joined the group on Fri-
continued to Madi Opeiday to demonstrate the Lister Planter, a
with two new apprenticemachine intended to promote soil con-
trainers joining, Michaelservation while allowing for crop pro-
and Charles. There theyluction in arid regions.

learned from Adam to teach Se ar c h ATi |l | ers I
donkey training as well asvww.YouTube.com for video clips.

the field work that they did : :
at home with oxen. We loo ducatlon Coordlnator

forward to working with Joins Staff

these trainers in many morc arrie Susemihl joins our staff in the

sessions. They hold the ke new position of Education Coordi-

to multiplyingtdill €Easéi edsn- pos

tributions many fold insearching out new class opportunities,

Northern Uganda. advanced class scheduling, and in-
creased marketing and media coverage

PPN

fidam Kwebiiha t

eaching rope halters.

B '.*' 2

Martin (left) and Boniface (right) with the cr evener.

to enhance registration. Carrie holds a
BA in Art and Environmental Studies
from Western Michigan University.

www.TillersIinternational.org Page3
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Ramping up for Fuz‘ure International Projects

By Brian Webb \ : l" : , : ;Y ”
Asyou probably noticed, in the past ye_ .~ & san :
or two Tillers has been very active wit -

projects in Uganda, Costa Rica, Zambp
Nicaragua, and elsewhere. These projg
exposed other organizations to the strengt
Ti | | e sasdd appriachl td raral deve
opment, and they p
opportunities to e
ologies that agricultural and rural develo
ment projects are following. s

We see a growing interest in the inter '
tional development community in animas hret R
traction and appropriate technologies, bOth@ﬂstock in Mozamblque v
the part of donors such as the US Agency foin Uganda, we have been involved wi st
International Development, and from impléhree different animal traction projects o
menting organizations. Several NGOs fnanonsul t ed sever al ’
governmental organizations) included Tilletdganda in regards to appropriate technolog
in their proposals to perform animal tractido improve dairy production. USAID will3
and dairy technology related act|v|t|es Thimon launch a new project, Livelihoods a §
also helped us direct 0= "7 = Enterprises for Agrlcultural
activities and focus ow=s = 3
efforts in developing al

2 will have a fiveyear life and
adapting technologi X has a specific requireme
here at Cooks Mill, K 4 ; for animal traction and live-rainfall. We plan to have a Tillers threshing
cluding fodder cutterd" T ﬁ_ — "#8 B stock, in addition to cereafloor exercise in the next month or so to revisit
carts, and cultivators. 4 .Y crop production. Onlyafewt he Li st er -DRvah®DerCua
I n 2006, groups of NGOs were ina weeding sled. These excellent tools proved
Lakes included Tillers in vited to submit proposalsuseful in the serrrid plains states and could
proposal to do significa and three of these groupse adapted for construction in Zambia.
training in both anime " (ARD/CRS, Abt Associ- With these projects, Tillers increased the
traction and dairy tec ates/ACDIVOCA, and amount of staff experience in international
nologies in Mozambiqué : DAI/LOL) asked Tillers to settings. However, in moving forward we will
Todd Thompson, who gmbian farmer with her ripping plow.  be a leading partner for theeed to capitalize on the experience of our
in charge of the Mozambique project and theimal traction component. current staff and probably add a couple of
Land OO0 Lakes Zambilmamyeeéteftvistte Zambiad saw &notlgpmkitionssThere will likely be great interna-
March that the USDA funded project hazbuntry with great opportunities to work artibnal opportunities for volunteers to make
been approved. This will be a-80 montht r ai n f ar mer s and significani centibutions to theavork that @i
project and will most likely require that TillerZambia has a very exciting dairy improvers does by lending their expertise and sup-
have staff on site for the duration of the pnment project, and the country has a strqmgting field staff.
ject. We are working out an agreement fomse of animal traction with several organi '
finances and responsibilities. tlons Iooklng for means to improve produy
g tion using oxen. In fact, Heife
Project International Zambia

rﬁrian and Amon Phiri of Heifer Project, Zambia.

_in the past, has a dairy and ar
mal traction combined project.
| There is also a strong push © S
) Zambia by several NGOs t{ ;

Young man yoking up oxen for cart work.
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Springhill Barn Progresses

By Rob Burdick ]'
Wlthout fail, Monday morning oy |
arrives and with it volunteer
Bill Brislen, and the Springhill barn
sees progress. Last month, a grOL
of student volunteers from U of Illi- "
nois came to help out. With stu- /
dents Steve and Josiah (both work e
ing in a solid downpour), local vol- : ‘
unteers Bill Brislen and Nathan
Durham, and some staff and inter ,
help, the Springhill barn got its v
eave walls sided and gable ends e '
closed. Dick and Rob built and in-
stalled the lower, square toppe:
louvers, and Dave Kramer built the
elegantly arched topped louvers t
fit in the peaks of the gables.
With the siding in place, interns :
Andrew, Amanda Lewis, TerrenceRob Burdick and volunteers Bill Brislen and NICkA|dI’ICh hang the exterior, second-story
Emily, and briefly Amanda south- -facing door on the Springhill Barn
Dentler worked with Rob on t :
granary walls and ceiling, a
on the door track systems. H
chutes, doors, and a paint |j
are soon to come, followed I
concrete work for the lowe
level.
Batten strips, and a cupo
may be a ways off, but if yo
have been waiting for an oppd
tunity to volunteer on a nine
teenth century barn reconstr
tion, time is running out.

L

Southwest corner of the newly sided Spnnghlll Barn.

épringhill Barn .granary.

Tillers to Host ALBC Conference in Sept. RO

By Dulcy Perkins This is an excellent opportunity to sog 4 3
illers International is delighted tdn a variety of activities, especially i
host the American Livestockyou are traveling from out of state. T|II

Breeds Conservancy conference. ALB&s will be harvesting sorghum for md...

was established to conserve and ptasses, and there will be a cheese m®

mote endangered breeds of livestoglg workshop led by Barbara Jenness |

and poultry. This important organizatio8ept. 18. Friday and Saturday will i

engages in research and education fralude workshops and panel discussio

genetic testing of Spanish Coloniglresented by ALBC.

horse strains to taste testing heritagé you are interested in showing ofbrganizing the event, contact Dulcy at

turkey breeds. your heritage breed, or in volunteeringerkins@tillersinternational.org or call

The event, held on Sept. 19 and 2@, help plan, coordinate, cook, or hef00/4982 7 0 O . Visit the

directly precedes the Fall Harvest Festith any of the other tasks involved iwebsite at www.albtisa.org/.

Tillers-raised heritage chickens.

www.TillersIinternational.org Paged June 2008
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Tillers 2008 Interns

By Emily Sloane and Amanda Lewis
mily Rachel Sloane comes to ug
from a graduate program at the

Monterey Institute of International Stud

ies in California, where she is pursuing:

an M.A. in International Environmental

Policy. A year of dodging tourists on the

Monterey bike path prepared her we

for the quick and confident decision |

making needed to drive oxen. When sh’
returns to school in the fall, she will be
smuggling out the little baby lamb tha
she bottlefeeds daily. She hopes to us
the skills developed here at Tillers i

Ghana, West Africa, with the Peacgustainable agr

Corps. A native of Minneapolis, Minneeulture organizals s

Guates e
Amandgs®
tool shed, playing with the kittens. Heame to Tillers t¢&
has been working with Board Membdearn animal hus.

sota, Andrew sometimes prefers tofu tmn in
chicken. He can often be found in thmala,

Chuck Andrews on woodworking probandry. Amand
jects and hopes to return to Ghana newas impressed
winter, where he will put the skills hder uncanny ab
gains here to use.

Amanda Lewi s

weeding. After spending three yeakder favorite fla

working on organic vegetable farms iwor of ice creang‘;]ih;gane

New Mexico and Minnesota and voluris all of them.

ity to wield af
o f t ehrsel during Itha
end of a long workday by headingout®p r i ng 6 S;
the vegetable garden for an hour efmithing | class-

LS NP

Tillers Museum Gets Siding, Electrical

Andrew Roberts

Terrence Hilton recently started com-
muting to work on a shiny red motorcy-
cle. After taking several Tillers courses,
Terrence was moved to rethink his ca-
reer path, exchanging a desiised en-
gineering position for the hard and dirty
. daily routine of a Tillers intern. He is
' interested in many aspects of self
- sufficiency, especially the fabric mak-
ing, from growing fibers to spinning

this yearoés flax pr
experimenting with cotton. Eventually,
Terrence hopes to apply his accumu-
“ lated expertise on his own farmland.

Mid-West Tool Collectors Midsummer
Meet and Treadle Power Exhibit
By Carrie Susemihl
rea C of the MidWest Tool Collectors Association holds its
Midsummer Meet at Tillers on July 19, 2008. The event runs
from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. It features treadle or foot powered ma-
chines and a concurrent Treadle Power Tillers Museum exhibit.
The meeting includes tool trading and demonstrations in tailgate
style displays. MVTCA encourages all members to bring tools for
display. Bill Carter and Rex Van Horn will demonstrate and discuss

This spring, the Northwing of the Tillers Museum receivegkadle tools. Tillers staff will also demonstrate treadle power, giving
additional siding. Currently, the building is being wired farisitors a handsen opportunity to work a treadle powered machine.
electricity. Subsequent projects include insulation and dryMembers wishing to exhibit, please contact Jim Crammond,

wall. Once funds are available, windows will be installed.

734/2410549. Admission is $10, with lunch. Entrance to the Tillers

Volunteers with plaster/dry wall experience, please cMuseum Exhibit is $5. Visit the MTCA website at

Rob Burdick, 800/49@700.

WWW.mwtca.org.

800.498.2700
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Instructor Duane Westrate and Sally Gordon.
hat is the promise that Tillers holds.

: ©They ol (oo ek B SLotaanilty
BaCk tO BaSICS open that would otherwise be impassible
. . to countless people. The Draft Horse

Draft Horse Basics and Field Work for Oxen and Horses  Basics and Farming with Draft Animals
classes were more than a refresher for

By Brandon Marshall my workhorse and small farming skills.

G rowing up in rural Northeast Mis-Tom, was really why | came. Howeveihey refreshed my belief that Tillers

souri where all but the Amishmy attraction to what Tillers does godsternational offers a curriculum which
farmers have either gotten big or gottdreyond notions of stately Belgian horsesust be kept available to farmers world-

out, | had little exposure to anythingh pastoral fields. wide today and for future generations.

other than the industrial model of farm- The knowledge base t : ~
ing. Then a few years ago | spent abolitlers preserves, improvg
nine months working on small farms iopon, and shares wi
New York and Oregon, two of whictfarmers worldwide i
used draft horses. This simpler, mooeeply pragmatic. Hig
human scale approach to agricultucapital costs pushed n
attracted me. That attraction sent me goandpa out of small sce
Tillers for the MarchDraft Horse Ba- farming after years
sicsclass, and the Jurigeld Work for struggle when | was
Oxen and Horseslass. It also keeps mehild. In the same manne
around as a volunteer. high capital costs keep :
Dick Roosenberg, Duane Westratmany wouldbe smal
and Dulcy Perkins, the instructors fdarmers, domestic a
both classes, are as knowledgeable abroad, off the land toda
this skill set and genuine in their agt is as much a matter
proach as any | have seen. Although teeonomic sustainability 3
farming class also included consideraldeological  sustainabilit
work with oxen (a vital skill especiallyYou will not practice thg e 4 08 o
for international communities), workindatter for long if unable t et ;
Tillersdé draft h oachieeeshe formar.i n cSally Gordgn@ng DuanejVpsigate (background).

) :"."\“""\ X
Student Sally Gordon practices driving th

www.TillersIinternational.org Pager June 2008
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Conference of Animal
Traction Projects

By Brian Webb
On February 227, 2008, Tillers hosted a Confer-

ence on Animal Traction in Gulu, Uganda. With
modest publicity, we rallied representatives of 10 organi-
zations working with oxen or donkey farmers for tHeisks Roosenberg lectures at the Conference of Animal Tractions Projects.
days. Guests included Chris Sperling, a missionary working witmitoring device, the Martin Ditcher, and the floating road grader.
Bushfire Farms near Jinja, Uganda, and several of his associates{Itrasts were excited to see these innovations and even participated
cis Ssennyonjo of the Christian Reformed World Relief Committeeconstruction of improved ox yokes with bent PVC bows.
(CRWRC) Uganda, which has collaborated with the Food Resour@en, back at the Camboni Animation Center, we extended the
Bank in the past; Joseph Wandulu with AT Uganda, which has sasiman of the possible with slides and video of animal power doing
funding from Denmark and is involved with Food for Work programany additional tasks. The participants appreciated seeing a RE
to repair roads; Grace Okiror with the Faculty of Agriculture and EATA video of oxen repairing roads in Central America and a Horse
vironment at Gulu University; and many others. Progress Days video showing the Amish demonstrating animal drawr

w We started with and powered technologies that rival tractors.
!* ah § .!

field demonstra- The return of stability in the Acholi region opened the prospect of
| tions,  including hundreds of thousands of farmers returning to working the fields that
B "Bobds n eused tgbe knawn as the bread basket of Uganda. For the past fe
with an improved years Tillers has been working to consolidate and build a network of
o depth and  width animal traction trainers and organizations. The conference contribute:
= regulator, the four to this in many ways, bringing together participants with a diverse
=== ox evener, calfrange of interests. It would be great in the future to host many more o
& training, the low these conferences, perhaps with a particular topic of focus in conjunc
cost dynamometettion with a training session covering the same topic.
as a teaching and

Conference participants.

Volunteers Join the CAPP Training in Lokung

By Dick Roosenberg
Todd Whitmore of Notre

Dameds Kr oc]
Peace, realizing how cruci®
oxen are to rebuilding the log
farm economy and to pead:g
invited Tillers to the Lokung
Uganda camp. Tillers and To
set up a partnership, the Crg
border Animaltraction Projec
for Peace (CAPP).

move to their farms. They love farm life and worked with
oxen before the war. All the oxen and many people were lost
in the years of raids. Two years ago the curfews ended. The
militia guards no | onger wa
night. The camp and town were welcoming.

We took three volunteers: Vicki Solomon, David McMor-
row, and Louis Andrew, Jr. While Dick and Brian worked
with the crew of Ugandan trainers, Dave and Louie docu-
mented the effort and learned about the communities and the
organizations working there. We have more than 2,000 pho-
tos and nearly 15 gigabytes of video from which to build

Several American volunteg training materials. By helping work the oxen, Vicki strength-
joined the Ti - erfied opportunities for women to farm with oxen. Dave and
Along with Ugandan trainersjcki Solomon and afour-oxevener. Louie developed g -
they worked to improve efarming skills in Lokung, a campgfriendship with Bok
for internally displaced persons in northern Uganda. Bef®ieello when Bok
the Lordoés Resistance Ar myas(ih Rha)State
mid 1980s, Lokung was a small trading town. Now it is hofast summer. The e
to most of the farmers from the area. It has a populatiopresence and har
28,000 in 10,000 huts, packed into what seems like less thanbuilding tools /4
a square mile. The camp is 10 miles south of the Sudan doceuraged peop
der. While it is well organized and the people are very att@ho sometimes fe¢
tive to severe sanitation challenges, the farmers are eageabfandoned by th S
word that the insurgency is finally over, and they are safevtwld. Dave McMorrow paints a cart.
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