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T I L L E R S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Nigh Ox  

By Dick Roosenberg 

I n December, we asked for your help 

matching a Double Challenge Gift of 

$125,000 from a New England family, 

toward the second mortgage balance of 

$491,250. In the next three weeks, 162 

of Tillersô supporters pledged $130,457. 

It humbled us to take the calls of sup-

port. A foundation donated the final 

match with an extra margin. With the 

subsequent sale of 27 acres from the 

northeast corner of the 460-acre Cooks 

Mill site, we exceeded our goal and paid 

down the primary mortgage by more 

than $40,000. The primary mortgage 

balance is now down to just over 

$900,000. The legal papers were final-

ized on May 1. Thanks so much for the 

strong responses and the quick payment 

of pledges! 

By Dick Roosenberg 

T he most significant accomplishment of our work in Uganda this spring was 

strengthening our corps of trainers. In 1995 we trained a group of extension-

ists in Tororo, Uganda. At that time the North of Uganda was in turmoil. One of 

the youngest of those trainees, Adam Kwebiiha of Hoima, helped us build a group 

of trainers in the north who speak the language of the local farmers. While Adam 

does not speak the Acholi language, he is an excellent animal trainer. He served as 

a good counterpart to Bob Okello, an outstanding mechanic who quickly under-

stands the workings of new farm tools.   

In late February, we paired Adam and Bob with the Tillers U.S. crew of Brian 

Webb, John Sarge, and Dick Roosenberg for trainings in Gulu. Farmers are some 

of the most credible trainers of their peers. Many farmers have good teaching 

skills. For our training of trainers session, we brought back 16 Acholi farmers with 

whom we had worked in 2006, with the prospect of immediately hiring half of 

them as apprentice instructors in the CAPP training program in Lokung and Madi 

Opei in the Kitgum District. We added a few new faces who were members of pro-

duction groups that received oxen after the 2006 training sponsored by Catholic 

Relief Service. 

We worked for six days with the group, spending much more time in the field 

with trained animals. They helped test the new plow and plow regulator for adjust-

ing width and depth, which Bob built in St. Josephôs Garage. It helped them de-

(Continued on page 3) 

Training Ugandan Trainers 
Adam calming five-year-old bull on right with Obali at left in Tillers ball cap. 

2nd Mortgage Burnt 

By Carrie Susemihl 

S tarting July 17th, Tillers hosts open, 

guided $5 tours of the Cooks Mill 

Learning Center Thursday mornings at 

10 am. Tour groups depart from the Par-

ish House Registration Office. Tours 

include our artisanal facilities, the Herb 

Nehring Blacksmith Shop and the 

Meyer Woodshop; our farmsteads, the 

Abbey Farm and the Springhill Barn; 

and the Abbey Collection Museum. 

What a great opportunity to see our 

museum complex and exhibits progress! 

Tour guides highlight seasonal Tillers 

farm and education projects, and discus-

sion of current international work. Take 

home a dozen farm fresh eggs or a Till-

ers t-shirt afterwards. 

Advance notice is not required, but 

recommended. Be sure to wear comfort-

able, secure walking shoes. Call ahead 

for special mobility arrangements. 

Regular  Guided 
Tours Commence 
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By Rob Burdick 

T urning off Beaty Rd., I was greeted by Markôs lovely new garden fence behind the Inwood cottage, the new 

cedar posts and rabbit- resistant wire gleaming in the after-

noon sun. As volunteer Jim Clark cut the final pieces for the 

gardenôs entry gate, Mark Maier tucked in the transplant to-

matoes and onions. The noise of the generator powering the 

well pump and tools masked the arrival of the old ¾ ton 

pickup, no mean feat, and the weekôs purpose became clear.  

The crew would relocate the pavilion which Tom Nehil and 

Dan Criss  built last year, make some adjustments to the un-

finished frame, and create the structure of a garden shed for 

tools, potting supplies, and vegetable washing, under silent 

solar panels which form the root-stock of the alternative en-

ergy system for the Inwood farmstead. 

With hurricane straps in hand, the crew poured (from 

mixer to bucket to sonnet tube) the piers on which the frame 

would stand, and began choreographing the frameôs arrival. 

Mark arranged with the neighboring farmers, the Thiems, to 

borrow a hay wagon to transport the shedôs frame, but the 

lush hay field quickly proved too slick for the pick-up to pull 

the wagon. A quick call to another neighbor Denny Way im-

mediately produced my favorite answer, an old Farmall ñM.ò 

With the wagon once again rolling, the truck could be re-

purposed for its best use, as a land anchor for the ñAò frame 

lifting rig. The simple lifting rig, consisting of an ñAò shaped 

wooden frame, with guy ropes to control verticality, and a 

hand powered winch for lifting or pulling, proved as invalu-

able as it was uncomplicated.  With the ñAò frame in place 

across the wagon from the shed frame, small timbers serving 

as ramps, and two by fours for levers, the frame moved 

smoothly if not quickly onto the hay wagon deck, and onto its 

new foundation. 

Failing to find another excuse for a spin on the Farmall, 

Mark, Jim, and I reversed the loading process to slide the 

Have ñAò Frame, Will Travel 
bents onto the sill pieces, and allowed the shed to acclimate 

to its new surroundings overnight before raising the bents. 

Flap-jacks and maple syrup still heavy in our guts, the crew 

began raising the bents. Jimôs engineering acumen called for 

less elastic guy ropes, and with shiny yellow rope in place the 

improvement was incredible. With minor adjustments of te-

non length, shoulder angle and tool placement, the bents went 

up seamlessly. The frame plumbed, oaken pegs would be 

trimmed and driven home to ñtie the whole room together,ò 

leaving only the purlins to be accounted for.   

At 92 degrees and high humidity, we selected an excellent 

day to spend in the cedar swamp/woodlot. To the great 

amusement of the neighbors, Mark selected, I felled, and Jim 

limbed the cedars which would make up the purlins, the 

structure beneath the roofing steel. As one would expect from 

Tillers, we extracted the logs with animal power, though ani-

mals with a more human face than some of us preferred.  

When completed, it is expected that this shed will carry the 

solar panels and house the converters and batteries needed for 

the initial operations of the Inwood cottage and farmstead.  

As the wind is relentless in the Charlevoix area, Tillers ex-

pects to balance out the solar powered system with some 

small scale wind power generators placed in accordance with 

sightlines and anemometer readings. 

Very soon the Inwood cottage will be nearly as comfort-

able as the rental property adjacent to it, which Betty Hoff-

man has so generously made available to us. For now, we 

thank Betty Hoffman for her patience, her faith, unflagging 

support, hot showers, and extraordinary cookies, and Jim 

Clark for his well reasoned questions, better reasoned solu-

tions, hard work and tireless smile, and pinkish hamburgers. 

Accomplishments such as these cannot be had without the 

consistent help of volunteers and supporters like Betty and 

Jim. 

By Carrie Susemihl 

T he Midwest Ox Drovers Associa-

tionôs (MODA) annual gathering 

takes place at Tillersô Cooks Mill Friday 

afternoon, June 20 through Sunday, 

June 22. This event offers a rare oppor-

tunity to see numerous teams of varying 

breeds of oxen in action. Demonstra-

tions feature oxen from the Tillers herd, 

while visiting teams have the opportu-

nity to work obstacle courses and oper-

ate a cultivator in the field. This national 

level event draws oxen enthusiasts from 

as far as Virginia and Washington state. 

Midwest Ox Drovers Association Annual Gathering 
Saturday from 5:00 to 6:00 pm, 

Mark Winslow speaks on working 

and training oxen. Saturday evening, 

Tillers  Outreach Coordinator Brian 

Webb and Tillers volunteer and 

MODA News Editor Vicki Solomon 

present on their recent experience 

promoting animal traction training 

and activities in Eastern and Southern 

Africa. MODA and Tillers offer this 

event free to the public. 

Visit MODAôs official website at 

www.modaox.us/. 
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velop a research attitude toward 

learning. In reviewing yoke build-

ing, we experimented with bows 

made of a heavy plastic water pipe. 

The trainers picked up the tech-

nique of bending the tubing after 

heating it (with sand packed inside 

to keep it from flattening as it 

bends).  

We almost always learn in these 

sessions as well. One of the poten-

tial trainers, Banya, was helping 

demonstrate plowing to some 

guests who had never plowed. 

While we usually put a hand on the 

handle of the walking plow to help 

new people get a feel for the move-

ments required to guide the plow, 

Banya withdrew his hand from the 

handle more quickly and ingen-

iously moved his hand to the back 

of the plow person as if leading in 

a dance. He presses slightly to the 

right or left depending on what action is 

needed.  This is much more intuitive 

than giving verbal commands and gives 

the trainee the opportunity to initiate 

muscle reactions on their own. We 

quickly recruited Banya for the crew for 

the Lokung training. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Training Ugandan Trainers 

Both the Lokung and Madi Opei 

trainings were two weeks. We brought 

four apprentice trainers to Lokung: San-

tas, Obali, Banya, Kwoyelo, plus Martin 

from St. Josephôs Garage. They were a 

great group and gained a tremendous 

amount of confidence and skills from 

Bob, Adam, Dick and 

Brian. Banya and Martin 

continued to Madi Opei 

with two new apprentice 

trainers joining, Michael 

and Charles. There they 

learned from Adam to teach 

donkey training as well as 

the field work that they did 

at home with oxen. We look 

forward to working with 

these trainers in many more 

sessions. They hold the key 

to multiplying Tillersô con-

tributions many fold in 

Northern Uganda. 

Martin (left) and Boniface (right) with the cart evener. 

Adam Kwebiiha teaching rope halters. 

C arrie Susemihl joins our staff in the 

new position of Education Coordi-

nator. Carrieôs position entails actively 

searching out new class opportunities, 

advanced class scheduling, and in-

creased marketing and media coverage 

to enhance registration. Carrie holds a 

BA in Art and Environmental Studies 

from Western Michigan University. 

By Emily Sloane 

I n this class, students practiced using 

draft animals for a wide range of 

farm activities. Tillers Board Member 

and seasoned horse teamster Duane We-

strate began with a review of horse har-

nessing systems and driving techniques. 

Participants then hooked up both sin-

gle horses and teams to farm imple-

ments from Tillersô extensive collection 

and practiced plowing, planting, culti-

vating and cutting hay. 

Dick Roosenberg provided a tour of 

the Tillersô Abbey Collection Museum 

and helped Dulcy Perkins and interns 

Terrence, Amanda and Andrew demon-

strate effective strategies for working 

with oxen. Course members took turns 

driving Marco and Polo as the ox team 

pulled a manure spreader and hay baler. 

Brian Webb joined the group on Fri-

day to demonstrate the Lister Planter, a 

machine intended to promote soil con-

servation while allowing for crop pro-

duction in arid regions. 

Search ñTillers Internationalò on 

www.YouTube.com for video clips. 

Field Work for 
Oxen and Horses 

Student Sally Gordon with Marco, Polo and 
the manure spreader. 

Education Coordinator 
Joins Staff 
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Ramping up for Future International Projects  
By Brian Webb 

A s you probably noticed, in the past year 

or two Tillers has been very active with 

projects in Uganda, Costa Rica, Zambia, 

Nicaragua, and elsewhere. These projects 

exposed other organizations to the strengths of 

Tillersô skills-based approach to rural devel-

opment, and they provided Tillersô staff with 

opportunities to evaluate the ótrendsô and ide-

ologies that agricultural and rural develop-

ment projects are following.   

We see a growing interest in the interna-

tional development community in animal 

traction and appropriate technologies, both on 

the part of donors such as the US Agency for 

International Development, and from imple-

menting organizations. Several NGOs (non-

governmental organizations) included Tillers 

in their proposals to perform animal traction 

and dairy technology related activities. This 

also helped us direct our 

activities and focus our 

efforts in developing and 

adapting technologies 

here at Cooks Mill, in-

cluding fodder cutters, 

carts, and cultivators. 

In 2006, Land Oô 

Lakes included Tillers in a 

proposal to do significant 

training in both animal 

traction and dairy tech-

nologies in Mozambique. 

Todd Thompson, who is 

in charge of the Mozambique project and the 

Land Oô Lakes Zambia office, notified us in 

March that the USDA funded project had 

been approved.  This will be a 30-60 month 

project and will most likely require that Tillers 

have staff on site for the duration of the pro-

ject.  We are working out an agreement for 

finances and responsibilities.  

In Uganda, we have been involved with 

three different animal traction projects and 

consulted several times with Land Oô Lakes 

Uganda in regards to appropriate technologies 

to improve dairy production. USAID will 

soon launch a new project, Livelihoods and 

Enterprises for Agricultural 

Development (LEAD). It 

will have a five-year life and 

has a specific requirement 

for animal traction and live-

stock, in addition to cereal 

crop production. Only a few 

groups of NGOs were in-

vited to submit proposals, 

and three of these groups 

(ARD/CRS, Abt Associ-

ates/ACDI-VOCA, and 

DAI/LOL) asked Tillers to 

be a leading partner for the 

animal traction component. 

In my recent visit to Zambia, I saw another 

country with great opportunities to work and 

train farmers and artisans. Land Oô Lakes 

Zambia has a very exciting dairy improve-

ment project, and the country has a strong 

base of animal traction with several organiza-

tions looking for means to improve produc-

tion using oxen. In fact, Heifer 

Project International Zambia, 

which sent two trainees to Tillers 

in the past, has a dairy and ani-

mal traction combined project. 

There is also a strong push in 

Zambia by several NGOs to 

promote conservation agricul-

ture because of the short rainy 

season and sometimes marginal 

rainfall. We plan to have a Tillers threshing 

floor exercise in the next month or so to revisit 

the Lister Planter and ñGo-Devilò Cultivator, 

a weeding sled. These excellent tools proved 

useful in the semi-arid plains states and could 

be adapted for construction in Zambia. 

With these projects, Tillers increased the 

amount of staff experience in international 

settings. However, in moving forward we will 

need to capitalize on the experience of our 

current staff and probably add a couple of 

positions. There will likely be great interna-

tional opportunities for volunteers to make 

significant contributions to the work that Till-

ers does by lending their expertise and sup-

porting field staff. 

Ox stock in Mozambique. 

Brian and Amon Phiri of Heifer Project, Zambia. 

Zambian farmer with her ripping plow. 

Young man yoking up oxen for cart work. Ripper plow planter developed in Zambia. 
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By Rob Burdick 

W ithout fail, Monday morning 

arrives and with it volunteer 

Bill Brislen, and the Springhill barn 

sees progress. Last month, a group 

of student volunteers from U of Illi-

nois came to help out. With stu-

dents Steve and Josiah (both work-

ing in a solid downpour), local vol-

unteers Bill Brislen and Nathan 

Durham, and some staff and intern 

help, the Springhill barn got its 

eave walls sided and gable ends en-

closed.  Dick and Rob built and in-

stalled the lower, square topped 

louvers, and Dave Kramer built the 

elegantly arched topped louvers to 

fit in the peaks of the gables.  

With the siding in place, interns 

Andrew, Amanda Lewis, Terrence, 

Emily, and briefly Amanda 

Dentler worked with Rob on the 

granary walls and ceiling, and 

on the door track systems. Hay 

chutes, doors, and a paint job 

are soon to come, followed by 

concrete work for the lower 

level. 

Batten strips, and a cupola 

may be a ways off, but if you 

have been waiting for an oppor-

tunity to volunteer on a nine-

teenth century barn reconstruc-

tion, time is running out. 

Springhill Barn Progresses  

Rob Burdick and volunteers Bill Brislen and Nick Aldrich hang the exterior, second-story 
south-facing door on the Springhill Barn. 

Springhill Barn granary. Southwest corner of the newly sided Springhill Barn. 

Tillers to Host ALBC Conference in Sept. 
This is an excellent opportunity to soak 

in a variety of activities, especially if 

you are traveling from out of state. Till-

ers will be harvesting sorghum for mo-

lasses, and there will be a cheese mak-

ing workshop led by Barbara Jenness on 

Sept. 18. Friday and Saturday will in-

clude workshops and panel discussions 

presented by ALBC. 

If you are interested in showing off 

your heritage breed, or in volunteering 

to help plan, coordinate, cook, or help 

with any of the other tasks involved in 

By Dulcy Perkins 

T illers International is delighted to 

host the American Livestock 

Breeds Conservancy conference. ALBC 

was established to conserve and pro-

mote endangered breeds of livestock 

and poultry. This important organization 

engages in research and education from 

genetic testing of Spanish Colonial 

horse strains to taste testing heritage 

turkey breeds. 

The event, held on Sept. 19 and 20, 

directly precedes the Fall Harvest Fest. 

Tillers-raised heritage chickens. 

organizing the event, contact Dulcy at 

perkins@tillersinternational.org or call 

800/498-2700. Visit the ALBCôs official 

website at www.albc-usa.org/. 
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By Emily Sloane and Amanda Lewis 

E mily Rachel Sloane comes to us 

from a graduate program at the 

Monterey Institute of International Stud-

ies in California, where she is pursuing 

an M.A. in International Environmental 

Policy. A year of dodging tourists on the 

Monterey bike path prepared her well 

for the quick and confident decision-

making needed to drive oxen. When she 

returns to school in the fall, she will be 

smuggling out the little baby lamb that 

she bottle-feeds daily. She hopes to use 

the skills developed here at Tillers in 

future work with youth and conservation 

in sub-Saharan Africa, where she served 

as a volunteer in the Peace Corps. 

Andrew Roberts arrived at Tillers in 

February after spending three years in 

Ghana, West Africa, with the Peace 

Corps. A native of Minneapolis, Minne-

sota, Andrew sometimes prefers tofu to 

chicken. He can often be found in the 

tool shed, playing with the kittens. He 

has been working with Board Member 

Chuck Andrews on woodworking pro-

jects and hopes to return to Ghana next 

winter, where he will  put the skills he 

gains here to use.  

Amanda Lewis often ñrelaxesò at the 

end of a long workday by heading out to 

the vegetable garden for an hour of 

weeding. After spending three years 

working on organic vegetable farms in 

New Mexico and Minnesota and volun-

Tillers 2008 Interns  

Terrence Hilton recently started com-

muting to work on a shiny red motorcy-

cle.  After taking several Tillers courses, 

Terrence was moved to rethink his ca-

reer path, exchanging a desk-based en-

gineering position for the hard and dirty 

daily routine of a Tillers intern. He is 

interested in many aspects of self-

sufficiency, especially the fabric mak-

ing, from growing fibers to spinning 

thread to weaving cloth. He spearheads 

this yearôs flax production efforts and is 

experimenting with cotton. Eventually, 

Terrence hopes to apply his accumu-

lated expertise on his own farmland. 

teering with a 

sustainable agri-

culture organiza-

tion in Guate-

mala, Amanda 

came to Tillers to 

learn animal hus-

bandry. Amanda 

was impressed by 

her uncanny abil-

ity to wield a 

chisel during this 

springôs Black-

smithing I class. 

Her favorite fla-

vor of ice cream 

is all of them. 

Amanda Lewis 
Andrew Roberts 

Emily Sloane 

This spring, the Northwing of the Tillers Museum received 

additional siding. Currently, the building is being wired for 

electricity. Subsequent projects include insulation and dry 

wall. Once funds are available, windows will be installed. 

Volunteers with plaster/dry wall experience, please call 

Rob Burdick, 800/498-2700. 

Tillers Museum Gets Siding, Electrical 

By Carrie Susemihl 

A rea C of the Mid-West Tool Collectors Association holds its 

Midsummer Meet at Tillers on July 19, 2008. The event runs 

from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. It features treadle or foot powered ma-

chines and a concurrent  Treadle Power Tillers Museum exhibit. 

The meeting includes tool trading and demonstrations in tailgate-

style displays. M-WTCA encourages all members to bring tools for 

display. Bill Carter and Rex Van Horn will demonstrate and discuss 

treadle tools. Tillers staff will also demonstrate treadle power, giving 

visitors a hands-on opportunity to work a treadle powered machine. 

Members wishing to exhibit, please contact Jim Crammond, 

734/241-0549. Admission is $10, with lunch. Entrance to the Tillers 

Museum Exhibit is $5. Visit the M-WTCA website at 

www.mwtca.org. 

Mid-West Tool Collectors Midsummer 
Meet and Treadle Power Exhibit 
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Back to Basics 
Draft Horse Basics and Field Work for Oxen and Horses 

Student Sally Gordon practices driving the Tillersô Belgians. 

By Brandon Marshall 

G rowing up in rural Northeast Mis-

souri where all but the Amish 

farmers have either gotten big or gotten 

out, I had little exposure to anything 

other than the industrial model of farm-

ing. Then a few years ago I spent about 

nine months working on small farms in 

New York and Oregon, two of which 

used draft horses. This simpler, more 

human scale approach to agriculture 

attracted me. That attraction sent me to 

Tillers for the March Draft Horse Ba-

sics class, and the June Field Work for 

Oxen and Horses class. It also keeps me 

around as a volunteer. 

Dick Roosenberg, Duane Westrate, 

and Dulcy Perkins, the instructors for 

both classes, are as knowledgeable in 

this skill set and genuine in their ap-

proach as any I have seen. Although the 

farming class also included considerable 

work with oxen (a vital skill especially 

for international communities), working 

Tillersô draft horses, Prince, Bob, and 

Tom, was really why I came. However, 

my attraction to what Tillers does goes 

beyond notions of stately Belgian horses 

in pastoral fields. 

The knowledge base that 

Tillers preserves, improves 

upon, and shares with 

farmers worldwide is 

deeply pragmatic. High 

capital costs pushed my 

grandpa out of small scale 

farming after years of 

struggle when I was a 

child. In the same manner, 

high capital costs keep so 

many would-be small 

farmers, domestic and 

abroad, off the land today. 

It is as much a matter of 

economic sustainability as 

ecological sustainability. 

You will not practice the 

latter for long if unable to 

achieve the former.  

That is the promise that Tillers holds. 

They help keep paths to sustainability 

open that would otherwise be impassible 

to countless people. The Draft Horse 

Basics and Farming with Draft Animals 

classes were more than a refresher for 

my workhorse and small farming skills. 

They refreshed my belief that Tillers 

International offers a curriculum which 

must be kept available to farmers world-

wide today and for future generations. 

Sally Gordon and Duane Westrate (background). 

Instructor Duane Westrate and Sally Gordon. 
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By Brian Webb 

O n February 25-27, 2008, Tillers hosted a Confer-

ence on Animal Traction in Gulu, Uganda.  With 

modest publicity, we rallied representatives of 10 organi-

zations working with oxen or donkey farmers for three 

days. Guests included Chris Sperling, a missionary working with 

Bushfire Farms near Jinja, Uganda, and several of his associates; Fran-

cis Ssennyonjo of the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 

(CRWRC) Uganda, which has collaborated with the Food Resource 

Bank in the past; Joseph Wandulu with AT Uganda, which has some 

funding from Denmark and is involved with Food for Work programs 

to repair roads; Grace Okiror with the Faculty of Agriculture and En-

vironment at Gulu University; and many others. 

 We started with 

field demonstra-

tions, including 

Bobôs new plow 

with an improved 

depth and width 

regulator, the four-

ox evener, calf 

training, the low-

cost dynamometer 

as a teaching and 

Conference of Animal 
Traction Projects 

Volunteers Join the CAPP Training in Lokung  
By Dick Roosenberg 

T odd Whitmore of Notre 

Dameôs Kroc Center for 

Peace, realizing how crucial 

oxen are to rebuilding the local 

farm economy and to peace, 

invited Tillers to the Lokung, 

Uganda camp. Tillers and Todd 

set up a partnership, the Cross-

border Animal-traction Project 

for Peace (CAPP). 

Several American volunteers 

joined the Tillersô CAPP effort. 

Along with Ugandan trainers, 

they worked to improve ox-farming skills in Lokung, a camp 

for internally displaced persons in northern Uganda. Before 

the Lordôs Resistance Army (LRA) insurgence began in the 

mid 1980s, Lokung was a small trading town. Now it is home 

to most of the farmers from the area. It has a population of 

28,000 in 10,000 huts, packed into what seems like less than 

a square mile. The camp is 10 miles south of the Sudan bor-

der. While it is well organized and the people are very atten-

tive to severe sanitation challenges, the farmers are eager for 

word that the insurgency is finally over, and they are safe to 

monitoring device, the Martin Ditcher, and the floating road grader. 

Guests were excited to see these innovations and even participated in 

the construction of improved ox yokes with bent PVC bows. 

Then, back at the Camboni Animation Center, we extended the 

vision of the possible with slides and video of animal power doing 

many additional tasks. The participants appreciated seeing a RE-

LATA video of oxen repairing roads in Central America and a Horse 

Progress Days video showing the Amish demonstrating animal drawn 

and powered technologies that rival tractors.   

The return of stability in the Acholi region opened the prospect of 

hundreds of thousands of farmers returning to working the fields that 

used to be known as the bread basket of Uganda. For the past few 

years Tillers has been working to consolidate and build a network of 

animal traction trainers and organizations. The conference contributed 

to this in many ways, bringing together participants with a diverse 

range of interests. It would be great in the future to host many more of 

these conferences, perhaps with a particular topic of focus in conjunc-

tion with a training session covering the same topic. 

Conference participants. 

move to their farms. They love farm life and worked with 

oxen before the war. All the oxen and many people were lost 

in the years of raids. Two years ago the curfews ended. The 

militia guards no longer walk the campôs perimeter trail all 

night. The camp and town were welcoming. 

We took three volunteers: Vicki Solomon, David McMor-

row, and Louis Andrew, Jr. While Dick and Brian worked 

with the crew of Ugandan trainers, Dave and Louie docu-

mented the effort and learned about the communities and the 

organizations working there. We have more than 2,000 pho-

tos and nearly 15 gigabytes of video from which to build 

training materials. By helping work the oxen, Vicki strength-

ened opportunities for women to farm with oxen. Dave and 

Louie developed a 

friendship with Bob 

Okello when Bob 

was in the States 

last summer. Their 

presence and hand 

in building tools 

encouraged people 

who sometimes feel 

abandoned by the 

world. 

Vicki Solomon and a four-ox evener. 

Dave McMorrow paints a cart. 

Dick Roosenberg lectures at the Conference of Animal Tractions Projects. 


