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March   2003 

 TILLERSô 

Nigh Ox 
A Newsletter for Friends & 

Volunteers

Cookôs Mill: Moving and 

Planning for the Future 
 

 The realization of 

the Cookôs Mill purchase 

struck home as we saw the 

Linssens working in the 

cold of December to move 

the cattle to other VDS 

Farms properties.  In the 

first week of January, we 

closed the deal and took 

possession of the Clapp 

Farmstead on 34
th
 Street where we are wintering 

the cattle.  Duane Westrate, Tom Shepherd, Ken 

Hiser, Chuck Andrews, and staff cleaned out the 

barn and started building stalls and gates to handle 

the animals.  We had a one-day thaw in which we 

set 50 fence posts to define our barn lots and 

initial pasture paddocks.  Special thanks to 

Carleton Equipment for use of a post digging 

auger. Unfortunately, the frost set back in the next 

day and the cold has not relented.  Sewell Mason 

found a stand of locust trees for cutting fence 

posts with the help of Fred Herr and his horses.  

We set more posts 

through the frost in 

February.   Finally, 

we moved cattle on 

February 22
nd

.   The 

herd has grown with 

the addition of 8 

cattle that 

Eugene Bell is 

paying us to  

See Cooks Mill, page 2 

Matagalpa Report 
By Jim Weaver 

 Editorôs Note: Jim is a member of Tillersô Board.  He has 

gone to Nicaragua each of the last four Januarys.  This year, 

John Sarge joined him from Tillers staff.  Dick Wheeler, 

Carolyn Such and Jimôs wife, Verlee also participated as 

volunteers.  Carolyn was a Peace Corps volunteer to 

Guatemala and helped with translations.  All the group 

members have taken classes at Tillers to build skills.  

The Indianapolis Tillersô group returned 

from Managua in late January and unanimously 

agreed that we had a successful trip this year.  In 

terms of specific accomplishments, we think this 

was the best of our trips in the last four years. 

We spent most of our time working with 

Julietta at the Womanôs Cooperative and at the 

farm.  Their caretaker, Lenin, has done a good job 

of taking care of the tools we brought down in the 

past.  It appeared that all the tools were still there 

and they have been using many of them.  Lenin 

told us that with the drills and bits we had sent 

down last year, they made some Chinese 

checkerboards and generated enough profit to buy 

12 laying hens, a rooster, and build a pen for them.   

See Matagalpa, page 3 

Foster Woodward, John Sarge, and 

Duane Westrate dig fence postholes. 

Dick Wheeler, Jim and Virlee Weaver 
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Cooks Mill, from page 1 

pasture.  We built a three-sided shed to shelter 

them from the worst of the winds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 

Wednesday, 

January 15
th
, Katty and Peter Linssen finished 

moving from the Parish house next to the mill.  

That afternoon and on Thursday, a crew of about a 

dozen volunteers including Abby, Nora, and Judy 

Richmond, Becky Crabb, Cathy Dernay and others 

helped Tillersô staff move in and create a 

presence. By Thursday night, the place felt like a 

Tillersô bed and breakfast.  On Friday, about 35 

people joined the planning session with the 

OôBoyle group.  Fortunately, the ground was 

frozen and we could tour across the 465 acres of 

fields and woods to give everyone a glimpse of the 

resources in Tillersô stewardship.  Soon we will 

have draft animals working rather than 4-wheel 

drive vehicles.  

We then spent an 

hour discussing Tillersô 

mission for the Cookôs Mill 

site.  After agreeing that the 

site would serve to educate 

and inspire appropriate scale 

sustainable communities, we 

broke for lunch.  We 

discovered that the 

kitchen and dining rooms 

could easily feed 35 

people without the congestion we endured at the 

George Abbey house.   

Then we worked at the facility clusters: 

four farmsteads, the settlersô farm, the 1920s 

Abbey Place, the 1870s Springhill Farm, the 

1950s Clapp Farm.  There was concern that an 

African or Central American farmstead might be 

culturally exploitive.  Then people discussed the 

placement of the agro-forestry center, Artisan 

Village and the Historical Collections, and the 

Parish House clusters.  There was debate about 

building the artisan buildings close to the mill.  It 

was agreed to 

pull them north a 

little to place 

them closer to 

farm activities.  

The Abbey 

cluster was 

pulled away 

from the 

village to better feature the demonstration field.   

While the OôBoyle team tested an idea of 

breaking up visitors center, meeting space, 

administration, and historical collections in 

different buildings, the group brought them around 

to a larger single building that would be easier and 

less expensive to staff.  Most people wanted to 

reduce its footprint by making it multilevel.  They 

found a valley site where it could be tucked into a 

hill with a modest profile.   

Parking was, of course, a major frustration.  

Most people wanted to separate it from the 

activities area as much as possible while giving 

access to instructors and handicapped. A concern 

is that museums are frequently considered high 

use facilities and required to have substantial 

parking lots.  In reality, however, as much as we 

appreciate the Abbey Collection, it is not as likely 

to draw crowds as other collections might.  We 

envision the artifacts as primarily having research 

value to select visitors.  Only sub exhibits ï 

perhaps 10 to 20 percent of the whole ï would 

interest the general public.  Recognizing that 

decisions by the Kalamazoo Community 

Foundation would shape our options, we deferred 

planning details for the collection facility.     
Becky Crabb contributes 

from her living history 

experience 

Clapp Farm Pastures 

John Rambo quantifies visions 

The cow shelter; 
Rob Hewlett 

settles in the oxen 
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This chicken coop is just below the sloped 

area where the blacksmith classes had been held.  

The blacksmith bellows that Dick Wheeler and I 

made last year were not as serviceable as we 

hoped they would be. So this year we tried 

building a wooden rotary bellows similar to the 

one at Tillers (by Dave Kramer). We bought local 

parts at a bicycle repair place and completed 

everything except the final drive belt.  Hopefully, 

this will be more serviceable than the bellows we 

made last year.  

We left Tillersô contribution for the new 

blacksmith shop 

instruction 

building with 

Julietta.  

Additionally, 

Dick Wheeler and 

Carolyn Such 

contributed to 

the project. 

Julietta organized several high school 

students to attend blacksmithing and wood-

working classes at the farm.  We only had a day of 

blacksmithing.  In woodworking, we went through 

the basics of measuring, laying out, and cutting, 

and built three toolboxes and a workbench.  We 

rip sawed by hand several 8-foot wet pine boards 

to build workbenches and tool carrying boxes.  

The young men did exercises to sharpen chisels, 

planes, and saws, and noticed the dramatic 

improvement of sharp tools.  We filmed each of 

the young men explaining the projects completed.  

Although they spoke very little English and we 

spoke only a little more Spanish, we were able to 

communicate quite well. 

Tentatively, we plan to return in 2004 and, 

at Juliettaôs suggestion we will go the last two 

weeks of January rather than earlier in the month.  

Iôd like to attend another week of language school 

and teach classes in woodworking and metal 

working at the farm the other week.  Carolyn will 

be able to put our written materials in Spanish and 

that should be helpful for the students.  

It was good to have John Sarge with us and 

to get to know him better.  He was very much at 

home in Nicaragua and has much better Spanish 

skills that he lets on.  Hopefully, he will be able to 

join us on future trips.   

Volunteer of Year, 2002 
Paul Matylas was selected as our 

volunteer of the year for 2002.  

Early this spring he moved to the 

Kalamazoo area from 

Massachusetts.  He didnôt waste 

any time in finding us.  A local 

friend told him about Tillers, so 

he paid us a visit and before long became a regular 

part of the Tillers scenery.  All season long, he has 

faithfully come out to help with whatever project 

is happening on Tuesday afternoons.  His 

enthusiasm and experience have made him a 

valuable addition to our crew He has picked up 

good skills as a teamster (both horses and oxen), 

and as a blacksmith.  We are thankful for his 

willingness to use his skills in Tillersô efforts, and 

hope his cheerful presence will continue to be part 

of Tillers. 
 

Draft Horse 

Basics  
By Ed Chew 

 Three 

enthusiastic future 

teamsters joined the 

fall draft horse basics class. Larry Brummond 

returned to take part in a second Tillers class after 

participating in the Wisconsin Timber Framing 

class at the Flaschner homestead.   Kenneth Seifert 

joined him along with Edwin Miller, thanks to a 

unique birthday present from his children.  Fred 

Herr brought his team of Belgians and served as 

instructor for the class. He squeezed a wide range 

of activities into the three days as the students 

moved from pulling stone boats and sleds through 

an obstacle course, to driving the hay wagon and 

the single horse buggy, to working in the fields.  

Farm manager Kris Svenson gave Larry, Edwin, 

and Ken a chance to put their driving skills to the 

test behind the walking plow in a stretch of hard 

packed Kalamazoo loam.  The three of them got 

the job done with some help from volunteer Paul 

Matylas, who chipped in on the sulky plow.  The 

students also drove four abreast on the disc and 

spring tooth harrows to round out the field work.  

In between outdoor sessions, Ken utilized his 

veterinary skills to give us a presentation on horse 

health.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make 

this class a success. 

John instructs future blacksmiths 

Edwin Miller at the lines 
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Ox Training Clinic  
Regardless of the age of oxen, they are 

always in 

training, as are 

their teamsters. 

This fall, Tillers 

hosted several 

ox owners to 

work out what to 

train and what is 

important not to 

train. Dick Roosenberg, Abby Richmond, Dulcy 

Perkins and interns worked with students and their 

teams during the second Ox Training Clinic. 

Don Adams brought a 6 month old team of 

White Park calves that had spent most of their life 

with their mothers on pasture. When we walked 

into the stall with them they tried everything to get 

away from us or keep us away from them. Don 

had handled them regularly, and they were used to 

him, so Dick and 

he alone worked 

the boys to keep 

them from 

getting too 

worked up. 

After a short 

lesson in the round pen, the calves were stopping, 

turning, and kept the kicking down. Within an 

hour they were yoked together and the group 

found the stress level had gone down 

considerably. Marney Cuff and Paul Eisenbarth 

could not bring their yearling Linebacks down 

from Canada, but worked our yearlings and two 

year olds. On Saturday, the Leslie 4-H teamsters 

club joined the class. Eli Bean brought his team of 

Jerseys, Star and Bright, Colt Nevins brought his 

Dutch Belts, Buzz and Woody, Erin Snapp was 

able to work with our yearlings, and learned some 

applicable lessons about her Gurnseys. Trish 

Unger, a student of the 10 hour Ox Driving class 

last spring brought her team of Jersey Shorthorn 

cross calves, Mobey and Dick. While the training 

of the steers is important, the training of the 

teamster will have a more direct impact on oxen. 
 

Coppersmithing 
by David Rice 

 Hammers rang 

incessantly as the 

students in 

Septemberôs 

Coppersmithing class 

fashioned bowls from 

flat sheets of copper.  

Instructor David Schmidt shared skills he learned 

from an elder Native American coppersmith.  ñHe 

just used a rock for a hammer and a stump for an 

anvilò, said Schmidt commenting on the simplicity 

of the craft.  Participants John Logan, Chris Lund, 

and intern David Rice learned to ñraiseò (form the 

bowl shape), anneal (heat and quench to soften 

and allow for further raising), and plannish 

(hammer high spots out of) the metal, while John 

Sarge helped with the instruction.  Participants 

were assured that copper is a forgiving medium, 

despite the misgivings of the aforementioned 

intern, and Sarge hammered the point home by 

salvaging a piece left over from a previous class.   

 

 

 

Don Adams works his team cautiously.  

Inwood Farm  

For the past several months, Dick Roosenberg, with the help of 

John Sarge, Mark Maier, Ken Hiser, Ed Chew and Dave Rice, has 

been traveling to Inwood to get the cottage enclosed for the winter. 

With the last trip, they finished the outside sheathing, including 

Tyvak wrap, and began the inside paneling. With the work of Dan 

Drewa, the roof is progressing. We would especially like to thank 

Betty Hoffmann and Fred and Cindy Brooks for providing a warm 
place for the crew to stay. 

Eli Bean works 

with Toby & 

Coultier, Trish 

Ungerôs team 

accepts the cart. 
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Upcoming Events Experience Tillersô 

New Site! 
Excitement reigns as we move to Tillersô 

new home. Building fence and stalls, mapping out 

where to put farmsteads and shops. Many of you 

may be interested in coming to visit the site to get 

a better understanding of the scope of it all, and 

also thinking of ways you can help. We have been 

calling on volunteers as specific needs arise, but 

with so many ongoing projects we have come up 

with several days and evenings to guide volunteers 

with these tasks. Dick Roosenberg will set aside 

Tuesday afternoons and Thursdays and Chuck 

Andrews Monday and Tuesday evenings. 

Saturdays will be volunteer days as well, to 

accommodate those with regular workweeks.  Call 

about staying for several days of volunteering. 

Plow Day is also coming up April 26, 

which is always a great time for people to come 

and see activities. 

 Fund Raising Class For many people 

associated with Tillers, support is best provided by 

taking a class. This year, master woodworker and 

renowned Shaker Box maker, John Wilson, is 

teaching a one day Making Wooden Hand Planes. 

By donating his time and materials for this class, 

John insures that the class fees can go directly to 

our Global Growth Fund. 

 

  

Welcome Interns 
Tillers would like to welcome our interns 

for 2003.  Robert Burdick has been the first to 

arrive.  He got right to work on February 7
th
, 

almost as soon as he stepped on to the farm after 

driving from Delaware.  He attends the University 

of Delaware, studying French, Political Science, 

and Anthropology, and plans to graduate in 2004.  

Among his interests are historical methods of 

building, farming, and just plain living.  Dan 

Conklin will be joining us following his 

graduation from University of Michigan this 

spring.  His involvement with Foods Resource 

Bank in Kalamazoo last year led him to a greater 

interest in aiding developing countries through 

sustainable agriculture.  Following his internship 

with Tillers he plans to head to South America 

with Peace Corps. 

We have invited three people from Africa 

as well.  L.M. Magai of Tanzania, Gilbert Malinga 

of Uganda, and Eric Oganda of Kenya.  Magai is 

currently working for SIDO (Small Industries 

Development Organization) in Morogoro, 

Tanzania.  He is hoping to gain more hands-on 

experience in the artisan trades, such as 

blacksmithing and woodworking, so that he can 

have additional skills to share with the artisans of 

Tanzania.  Gilbert has been studying and working 

for the last two of years in Egypt.  He is an 

Agricultural Engineer.  His family owns and 

operates a farm in eastern Uganda.  Eric Oganda is 

a farmer who plans to come to Tillers through 

MESA (Multicutural Exchange for Sustainable 

Agriculture).  He is part of an agricultural training 

group in Kenya led by Henry Sibwoga, who was 

an intern at Tillers several years ago. Weôre 

hoping all three will obtain Visas to the US in 

spite of current difficulties. We look forward to 

working and learning with these promising people.   

Volunteer Tasks for Setting up at 

Cookôs Mill  

Call For an Update 

Blacksmith Shop Timberframe 

Build Fence 

Cattle Shelter 

Paint Basement 

Build Trails 

Cut and Cart Firewood 

Catalog and Shelve Library 

Set up Wood Shop 

Scrap Metal Recycling 

Sort Hardware and Maintenance Gifts 

Help Sawing Wood for Buildings 

Plant Tree Seedlings 
Catch Fish for Lunch! 

Corrections to the 2003 Class Catalog 
While pushing to get the catalog out by the 

1st of the year, we managed to overlook a few 
things. If you have any other questions concerning 
the catalog, please call Dulcy at 1/800/498-2700 
Cart Wrighting says Mon- Sat; is Wed- Sat 

Sharpening Saws says Oct 25; is Oct 18 

Stone Masonry says July 24-26; is July 31-Aug 3  
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 Donations and Volunteers 
-Grant toward Global Growth Fund and Land  

John Stryker through The Arcus Gay & 
Lesbian Fund 

-Given Recently 
Mrs. Royal Hathaway- cabinets, anvil, wood 
Bob Feller- Hog scraper, maple taps, corn 

sheller 
Foster Woodward- Books on tools, video, 
wood stove 
Marcia Stucki- Wood stove 
Ruby Cain- Towels 

 -Thanks to other Volunteers 
Sewell Mason- Help in the shop, phone 
hookup 

Christina Smith, Jay Pyatt, Amanda Helen, 
Roger Larson - Bee keeping 
Judy and Abby Richmond- For help with farm 
work, data entry, packing, painting 
Nora Richmond ï Cleaning, moving, painting 
Robb, Dakota, Cheyanne Hewlett- packing, 
stall building, moving 

Duane Westrate- Building stall space, fence 
Kim Walker- Data entry 
Kevin Klott, Paul Matylis, Livestock chores 
Foster Woodward, Chuck Andrews Howard 
Cain- Help in moving  
Neva Nehring- Data Entry 
Susan Hanafius-Fencing 

Ron Smith, Julie Deruin, Steve Stier, Julie 
Avery- Clapp House Renovation 
Paul Matylas, Fred Herr, Sewell and Pat 
Mason- Cutting Lucust fence Posts 
Chris Dilley, Ken Hiser, Lucy Bland and Eric- 
Greenhouse moving 

   -Needed 
 Hay, straw 

 Pots, pans 
  

TILLERSô Memberships 
Supporting Membership: Supporting members 
receive discounts on classes and publications.  And this 

Nigh Ox is our primary means of keeping members 
informed.  Supporting membership is $35 per year.   
If you are a member, please check the mailing label on 
your Nigh Ox to be sure that your membership is up to 
date.  If the expiration date has passed, please send a 
check for $35 to renew your support.  
Life Membership: For a $500 gift designated for 

membership, you will be a lifetime supporter.  We will 
deposit the funds in a Board designated endowment 
fund from which the income will support current 
programs.                                                                    
The Nigh Ox : Published about 6 times per year and 
distributed to supporting members, volunteers, donors, 
and new friends.  

Editor: Dulcy Perkins  

Phone: 269/626-0223 

Website: www.wmich.edu/tillers/ 

E-mail: tillersox@aol.com 
 Tillers International  

 10515 East OP Ave 

 Scotts, MI 49088 USA  

Tillersô Board of Directors 
Chuck Andrews  Mary Andrews 
Clint Bolton  Howard Cain  
Pat Crowley  Yacob Fisseha  

Jack Gesmundo  Tim Harrigan              
David McMorrow         Richard Roosenberg                
Lynn Waldron                      Robert Wilkinson          
Jim Weaver   Duane Westrate 

Committees 
Volunteers & Staffing: Clint Bolton*, Dulcy Perkins 
Fundraising: Tim Harrigan*, Pat Crowley, Dave 
McMorrow, Dick Roosenberg 
Facilities: Lynn Waldron*, Chuck Andrews, John 
Sarge, Jack Gesmundo, Tom Nehil, Michael Dunn 
Classes: Chuck Andrews*, Lynn Waldron, Dulcy 
Perkins   *committee coordinators 

Staff 
 Howard Cain, Volunteer Accountant  

Dulcy Perkins, Project Coordinator 
 Dick Roosenberg, Executive Director 
 John Sarge, Shops Coordinator 

             Steve Stier, Abbey Collection Coordinator 
 Kris Svenson, Farm Coordinator 
Interns: We say goodbye and best of luck to Surawit 
Chobjit, who has traveled to CA. before leaving for 
home in Thailand, and goodbye to David Rice, who 
will travel to Guatemala for The Peace 
Accompaniment Project. 

Mission  
To preserve, study, and exchange low-capital 
technologies to increase the sustainability and 

productivity of rural communities 

Vision  
Sharing our Rural Heritage with the world in a 

Humble Way that:  

¶ Offers Understanding of Local Conditions, 

¶ Gives Promise for Generations to Come, and  

¶ Encourages an Attitude of Experimentation 
 

For a More Peaceful Earth 
 

mailto:tillersox@aol.com
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éRuminations 
  

Dear Friends: 

Tillers has struggled over the last two years to find a new physical base.  The search has been a 

gnawing organizational distraction.  But as you saw in our Fall Appeal material, the efforts of Board and 

friends have produced a set of fine training sites.  Indeed, I am looking out at the fields of Cookôs Mill that 

do not yet know how many people will learn the skills of plowing and fence building within their tree-lined 

borders.  They are passively awaiting the arrival of people from great distances who will come to find ideas 

and innovations to adapt to the needs of their homelands.  

We are so privileged and fortunate to have secured such excellent training sites.  Now we have the 

fascinating challenge of making them into world class learning communities.  While we still have fund 

raising to do to pay debts and build training facilities, we have removed the great unknown ï the uncertainty 

of where we will operate next year. Now we know that we have to build a blacksmith shop by the first class 

in mid-April, adapt the lower floor of the mill to again be a wood shop, fence pastures for the oxen and 

horses.   

We are taking some bold strides.  We have invited three international interns as well as three young 

Americans.  Two of the international interns are ag engineers.  All three are from East Africa ï Uganda, 

Kenya, and Tanzania.  We are going to work early to assure the greatest chance for each of them to obtain 

visas to travel here.  We are gearing up the internships as incubators for exchange relationships.  We want 

interns to start projects here with American volunteers that will continue later in East Africa with the 

volunteers visiting to follow-up on their efforts.  Water use, road building, rotational grazing, will be in the 

mix of projects as well as the base skills of animal power, blacksmithing, and woodworking.  We want to 

cycle international interns to DreamAcres in Minnesota and Inwood at Charlevoix.  There they will expose 

other Tillersô volunteers to international challenges and gain new perspectives on rural options.   

Our plans for building historically-based, small-scale rural technology learning centers is taking 

shape.  The planning ócharetteô with OôBoyle and Associates moved us a giant step toward a common core 

vision for Cookôs Mill.  Now, we have a list of projects to implement over the next few years.  At the 

moment, I can hear John Sarge and Duane Westrate sawing the last of the 2 x 6s for the stables in the Clapp 

Barn.  We will start mortising and tenoning the blacksmith shop timbers next week.  Weôve learned from the 

old shop.  This one will have better air control and better teaching arrangements.  It, as the facilities to 

follow, should be good enough to attract the best of the worldôs artisan instructors.  In the planning process, 

we agreed on a site for the Springhill barn that we dismantled last summer.  Now we can start rebuilding it 

and putting it back to work as a cattle barn.  If we work consistently to honor craftsmanship, all of our sites 

will have the ring of rural authenticity that will make them functional works of art. 

We look forward to working with you on projects as well as in funding the efforts.  Whenever you 

have an opportunity for a working vacation, weôll team you up with some good people and try to find 

lodging so you can taste the Tillersô community.    

With attention to detail, these new sites can inspire an attitude of experimentation in the worldôs rural 

people to guide their search for accessible, small-scale, productive technology, and inspire sustainability by 

placing teaching activities in the beauty of historical rural landscapes and facilities that exude a sense of 

stewardship and sustainability.  
 

Looking forward to growth,   
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March 2003 

       5 Board Meeting 

14-15 Draft Animal Logging 

21-22 Timber Frame Design Seminar 

22 Maple Sugaring 

  Wykoff, MN 

29 Basket Making 

31-April 5 Timber Framing and Raising 

April 2003  

5 Raising Day 

11-12 Practical Fencing Systems 

12-13 Small Foundry Work 

12 Making Wooden Hand Planes 

12 Starting out with Chickens 

Wykoff, MN 

23-26 Draft Horse Basics 

25-26 Blacksmithing I 

25-26 Conservation and Preservation of  

Farm Tools 

26 Plow Day 

26-27 Coppersmithing   

May 2003 

2-3 Bee Keeping 

16-17 Water Power 

Union, MI 

16-17 Blacksmithing I 

17 Worm Composting 

24-25 Rochester Hills Heritage Festival 

Rochester Hills, MI 

26-July 5 Refining Animal Power 

28-31 Cart Wrighting 

30 Gardening Basics 

 Wykoff, MN 
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1-800/498-2700 

Email: TillersOx@aol.com   
Web site: www.wmich.edu/tillers/ 

 

269/626-0223 

10515 East OP Ave 

Scotts, MI 49088 USA 

 

 


