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Tillers and First Baptist Draft Horse Basics,
Collaborate for Health Logging, and Plow Day
‘And Education

Fred Herr gives Shea
Jordan some pointers

B
Rachel Bemis _ Farming, Living History, and International

_ InMarch, several volunteers & Tillers development brought a large crowd together for
staff joined efforts with the First Baptist Churchof i s s pringdéds Draft Hor s
Kalamazoo for a second annual work trip to form Indiana, Vermont and nearby in Michigan
Nicaragua. There were _11 In our group: Don, came for the fouday class last April.
Rachel, & Andrew Bemis, Carol and Kris: Tillers included Logging in this class,
Svenson, John Sarge, Rick Gutierez, Gyutaor, when the 15 Horse students were joined by
Pat Wentworth, George***, and Ben Jameson. another 10 who wanted to get a feel for working in
| was on my way from the latrine to the truck, the woods. Not only the powerful horses, but also
thinking how nice it would be to crawl into my oxen, were used to skid some fallen ash and oak to
sleeping bag beneath the mosquito net and get an open field, where studenwove through cones.
some muckneeded rest, when three young girls Fred Herr, at home in the woods,
kidnapped me. Thegrabbed my fingers and demonstrated the usefulness of the logging arch
pulled me off into the dark, babbling as fast as and its ability to lighten the load for the animals
only children can, much too fast for me to when he hooked onto a 15 foot oak log estimated

translate a word of their Spanish. Eventually they 4t about 3000 Ibs. Duane Westrate had a little fun

stopped, and after a few seconds my eyes adjusted showing off how much effort the horses must

to the light of a single candle in aam. exert when dragging such a log on the ground.
Cont. on page 2 Cont. on page 2
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Nicaragua, cont. from page 1
It appeared this was the :
of people. 1t didnét tak Fa0) Liad SSkalize
they were all ®ring at me. The girls giggled and YRV '
their mother motioned me to the empty chair in
the light of a candle. | sat down. They told me to
speak. And so we spoke. We spoke of families, of
schools, of the drought, the animals, the new
health clinic we were helpg to stucco. We spoke B oY
of churches and faith, of similarities and & % | Th
differences. We spoke of language and farming

e Nicaraguan blacksmithing clas

and Till ers. AnThi s , 0 | t A= e T il | s w h
Tillers is about. o Till er salhqpgtqhejabiedo retugn nexpyear. & Wag r
knowledge, understanding, and skills, esaly in a terrifying moment of realization when | was
helping aid development efforts. It is fascinating asked to speak in a dim room full of people, in a
to do this here in Kalamazoo, and itis amazingto | anguage | dondliHowesee, par |
have the opportunity to share-site in Nicaragua. learning is not a function of how well a language
The first week we spent a couple of days in IS un_derstood; itis a function _of how we_II people
Managua at the PROVADENIC headquarters for and ideas are understood. With each trip we learn
oriertation before heading up to Quebrada more and are better equipped to teach. May our
Grande, a rural village just south of Honduras. We ~ Work in Nicaragua continue.
were there to help work on BPraftdlorges ¢athianpagg 3 s
health clinic; 16m not slhesiudeptywere hanshowmhagnanagegpie way
were, since the local men had much more to load a log onto a wagon for transport with the
experience in mixing cement and stucgpthan animals. . _
we probably ever will, but they were thrilled that There are few things so breathtaking as a
we were there and we were equally thrilled to large tree coming crashing down through the
spend time getting to know them. We did finish upper story of a fgtoest.
the project before we left, and, more than that, take down an old cherry partially rotted and
Tillerso work in Nicar aghessiblyugpregig@ablg withoyt damgaging pthep g
organizaions and people together in order that younger trees was as Impressive. .
each might be a resource to the others. ~ Thelast day of the class, Plow Day,is
Right now, Tillers is working primarily Tillers6 chance to invitd
with three groups in Nicaragua: RELATA, come and participate in the spritegsk of tilling
PROVADENIC, and Rancho Ebenezer up the Humphrey Products Community Gardens.
PROVADENIC is a vaccination and health care Doug Hale and his daughter, Tammy, and their
project that began ih967. PROVADENIC works team of young Belgians came out. They were very
closely with ProFamilia (a family planning generous by allowing others try the team with
organization) and Rancho Ebenezer. Rancho their sulky plow. Duane Westrate came again and
Ebenezer is a farm dedicated to raising small hitched fis three to his sulky plow. Adam and his
animals and teaching people to care for them, hitch of three Belgians also came and plowed.
conducting careful research to improve farming Between the three of them, they were able to get a
methodsand education. It is at Ebenezer that some  fair chunk completed. _ _
of our group stayed an additional week to teach Rob Hewlett brought his young single
blacksmithing. Tillers International is in a unique ~ Brown Swiss, and took a pony plow out for a few
position to be able to partner with each of these rounds. Da¢ Parsons brought his yearling
groups in Central America to enhance the work Holsteins as well, and they also tried out the little
they have alreadpegun. At the same time, Tillers ~ Plow. Thanks to all our class participants and
learns from their experience and research. thanks to all the teamsters who made for such a

great learning experience.
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Dirk Hildebrandt and Joh
Logan work on their
crozes during the
Coopering Tools class

2001 Basket Class
Thanks gang, and
thanks to Jill Woods

Charlie Buzzad shows off his
foundry project, a ring for hisy"
draft horse

Moses Kisamo
form the mold

Lynn Warren
starts his small
garlic basket

Reel, and JoFran
Bendix wrapping up

their baskets.
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